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ANGOLA 


SONANGOL SIGNS CONTRACT--C1 21 May SONANGOL [National Fuel Company of 
Angola] signed a, contract with the French firm, Bouygues Offshore, to 
establish a joint company called PETRCNAT, UEM. The new company plans to 

set up a shipvard in Ambriz for the prefabrication, construction, installa- 
tion, maintenance and repair of oil-related equiprent designed to produce, 
treat, process, store and transport crude oil and its derivatives. A 

marked increase in activity in the oil sector in recent years led the govern- 
ment to engage the services of foreign contractors; after the signing of 

the contract, those contractors withdrew without leaving any infrastructure 
in the country or even significant reflection of their presence in the form 
of technological transfers, jobs or the training of Angolan cadres; and they 
did this despite the huge sums of foreign currency spent in contracting for 
their services. The continuous dependency on foreign assistance led the 
government to create a national company along the lines of PETROMAR 

[Maritime Petroleum Company], thus creating Angolan autonomy in the building 
and installation of platforms and the maintenance and repair of oil-related 
equipment, with the social development of the Ambriz area as one of the 
consequences. In addition to a clause which stipulates that a sum equal 

to 0.5 percent of its turnover be used in the development of the Ambriz area, 
the contract just signed calls for immediate local improvements in the 

fields of agriculture, education, health, etc., particularly with reference 
to the supply of electrical energy and water. According to a communiaue 

from SONANGAL's press department, the capital stock of the new company is 

set at 140.6 million kwanzas, SONANGOL's participation being 10 percent and 
Bouygues Offshore's 90 percent. It is also expected that Angolan participa- 
tion will be permitted to increase to a maximum of 50 percent. [Text] 
[Luanda JORNAL DE ANGOLA in Portuguese 26 May 84 p 3] 8568 


TGFA'S TAKE OATH--Benguela (from our delegation)--In a ceremony presided 
over by Francisco Lameiras, member of the Party Provincial Committee and 
provincial delegate of education, representing Kundy Paihama, coordinator 
of the Party Provincial Committee and deputy member of the political bureau 
of the MPLA-Labor Party's Central Committee, more than 200 youths, recently 
called up for military service and comprising the battalion of Angolan 
Border Guard Troops [TGFA] of the Fourth Region, took the party oath at a 
ceremony held at the Caota headquarters in the municipality of Baia Farta. 
After completion of the customary formalities, diplomas were given tc the 
most outstanding finalists. It will be recalled that this is the sixth 














course for underage specialists. The director used this occasion to stress 
that, in view of the destabilizing policy of imperialism against our country, 
we must make a great effort--facing up to all difficulties--for the defense 
of our integrity and the triumph of the Angolan revolution. In closing the 
ceremony, Francisco Lameiras, who at the time was flanked by members of the 
party, provincial delegates and high-ranking officials of defense and 
security in the province, began by emphasizing the objective of our struggle 
against the armed gangs of the puppet groups and urged the application in 
practice of the military techniques learned during the course. Further on, 
he stressed that only unity can lead us to the objectives outlined by our 
party and that it is, therefore, necessary to abandon erroneous ideas, 
combating tribalism and regionalism, united in only one thought: defense 

of our borders constantly being violated by the enemy from without. In 
closing, he recalled that in choosing their political line--Marxism-Leninism 
--the Angolan people must implement their doctrine as the only one which 
serves the general interest and that, in this connection, everyone should 
conscientiously remember the slogan: Defense and Production. [Text] 
[Luanda JORNAL DE ANGOLA in Portuguese 26 May 84 p 3] 8568 


PARTY RECRUITMENT CAMPAIGN--Plans for a campaign to increase party membership 
were initiated a few days ago in Luanda. The campaign, which got underway 
on 22 May in the municipality of Kilamba Kiaxi, started off with an 
orientation rally held at ENCAEC [expansion unknown] inasmuch as such a 
meeting had already been held in the municipality of Cacuaco (VIDRUL factor’) 
where various proposals of new members as candidates to the party had been 
presented. This ambitious program, which is destined to spread nationwide, 
offers three alternatives for adding new citizens to the party's ranks: an 
individual request by any interested person; a candidacy proposed by the 
party's rank and file members; and a candidacy proposed by the workers’ 
assembly. A request made by an individual needs the agreement of party 
militants for subsequent rectification, whereas a candidacy proposed by the 
rank and file members or workers’ assemblies does not need any agreement 

by party members with more than 2 years of admittance. leanwhile, inasmuch 
as some cells made only a feeble effort, orientation brigades were created 
to implement the process of party growth in businesses where the party 
structure is not being felt or in those where cell activity is weak. The 
program is continuing this morning at about 1000 hours in the municipality 
of Maianga at which time the cell coordinator will be apprised of the 
petitions for admittance. [Text] [Luanda JOPNAL DE ANGOLA in Portuguese 
26 May 84 p 3] 8568 
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CAMEROON 


TNT RY! oa a( Py YAY Ce af T ” TlT rr TYA TD? ah ii a _ oa. 
COUNTRY’S FOREIGNERS AND TOLERANCE TOWARD THEM DISCUSS! 


ve) 


Dakar AFRICA in French No 160, Apr 84 pp 31-3: 
[Article by Patrice Etoundi-Mballa: "The Foreigners in Cameroon" ] 


Cameroon, in Central Africa, is, beyond all question, one of the 
countries where hospitality is not an empty word and where a 
large number of foreigners live. Not only do they include 
Nigerians, Chadians and Gabonese, but also Europeans and Asians. 
The French head the white colony, although a lack of official 
statistics makes their exact number diffi 


We publish below a survey conducted by a Cameroonian journalist 
for AFRICA. 


Whatever their nationality, there are few chiefs of state in the world who, when 
visiting Cameroon, can now get by without takiug part in the small traditional 
ceremony of shaking hands with their fellow countrymen after landing in the 
Yaounde, Douala or Garoua airports. Furthermore, if not curbed by protocol, 


this ceremony would sometimes be quite lenghty; for, although some colonies 
1 : ‘Tf 


have only a handful of people, others, on their own, would fill several 
Cameroonian towns. 


What is then the total number of all these men and women of various national- 
ities who, in 1984, live, work or remain on Cameroonian soil for stays of 
undetermined duration? Fifty thousand, 100,000, 1 million? Actually, no one 
knows for sure. It is not only due to a lack of orficial s'atistics. The 

very nature of people, their lifestyle and cultural and linguistic community as 
well as the movements of people and goods, difficult to check in this sub- 
region of Africa, make the task difficult to perform even for the best of 
immigration services. 

As a matter of fact, in the absence of any official identification paper, it is 
impossible to tell Aoudou Baba born in Mbalmayo apart from Aoudou Baba born in 
Maiduguri; Foulania who lives in Yagoua from the other Foulania just arrived 
straight from Chad; Mbita who is a native of Ma'’an from his other "brothers" 
from Ebebiyin and Bata. As far as this is concerned, one could even wonder if, 
in the final analysis, it is not improper to speak about ‘foreigners" in 
Cameroon when referring to Nigerian, Chadian, Gabonese, Central African or 














Equatorial Guinean "“cousins.'' In any case, the real "foreigners" for the middle 
class Cameroonian are the white-skinned men and women. They are the ones whom 
time-honored expressions in each of the hundreds of Cameroonian dialects 
describe as "people-who-came-from-overseas." It is obviously better to begin 
with them. 


It is not overly original to point out that, from among all the Whites living 
in Cameroon, the French make up the largest colony. France has become so 
firmly established in our country since the end of World War I that many middle 
class Cameroonians believed, at first, that all the Whites in Cameroon were 


7 
French. 


How many French people are there in Cameroon now? On 1 January of last year, 

5,574 French citizens registered with the French Consulate in Cameroon. If the 
recalcitrants, those who did not bother registering with the Consulate, were to 
be counted, this figure could be rounded out to 17,000. 


This French population is unevenly distributed nationwide. Besides the mission- 
aries, doctors or foresters, fewer and fewer French people are found in what 
Cameroonians call "bush towns." Quite obviously, the largest concentration is 
found in Douala where roughly 10,000 French people "jostle" each other. The 
other centers of attraction for the French are, in order of importance, the 
Center, South and East with Yaounde as a rallying point. They roughly number 
6,000 in the latter town. Finally, there is the northern and upper northern 
part of the country (Garoua and Maroua) where close to 1,000 French people live. 


For year, the number of French people in Cameroon continued to grow. This trend 
has now reversed itself. Should we conclude that the young men and women of 
France are less adventurous or that they lost some of their fascination for 
Africa in general? In addition, it should be noted that the French are settling 
"differently.'' Their stay, unlike that of their elders is shorter, geared to 
their job contract which seldom lasts more than 3 to 4 years. The result of 
this turnover is that the French population of Cameroon is constantly renewing 
itself in relatively large numbers. With a median age ranging from 35 to 38. 
this population is young and, therefore, dynamic. 


French people are engaged in very diversified activities. They are employed in 
both the so-called private sector (para-public organizations and agro-industrial 
companies) and in the public services (French civil servants assigned as consult- 
ants, assistants or technical advisers). In addition, new activities (study 
missions, petroleum, etc) have created new types of professions and drained a 
large segment of these "high tech" Frenchmen. 


To be sure, alongside these, there are what could be called traditional profes- 
sions that the French of Cameroon are no more ready to forsake completely today 
as they were yesterday, namely, education, health care, religion, forest expldta- 
tion, agriculture and the hotel industry. In brief, non-conformist by nature, 
the French are quite willing to perform a special category of jobs. Obviously, 
we have yet to meet some who climbed palm trees and collected palm wine for 
resale. Truthfully, however, the French of Cameroon are everywhere. Ten per- 
cent of them live in the "bush," meaning by that,outside Yaounde, Douala and 
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other large urban centers. Among these "bushmen," the Volunteers for Progress 
family, which is growing larger every year, should be especially singled out. 
They now number approximately 100. As described by one of their leading 
officials, they are "chosen young me id women hungering to discover Africa, 
just as it is,and who have as much to give as to receive. Their philosophy is 
to work for self-help development, fi 


ght rural exodus and organize the marketing 
of foodstuffs. In short, they are citizens among citizens, peasants among 
peasants. 
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The Other Whites 


Due to all sorts of pressures and hazards attributable to history, one could 
think that the largest white community after that of the French would be of 
British origin. Well, no. The British never gave the impression of feeling 
particularly at home in Cameroon where, however, from a cultural standpoint, 
specially the English language, they should have played a first-class role. 
Thus, despite the fact that English is one of the two official languages under 
the terms of the Constitution and that one-fourth of the population speaks 
English, the British colony in Cameroon is one of the smallest as compared to 
the other white ones. Worse yet, it shows sign of running out of wind and is 
becoming gradually smaller every year. 


Furthermore, whereas so many other countries are going all out to spread their 
culture and teach their language, the British's efforts remain absolutely 
insignificant as far as teaching English is concerned. Luckily, that need not 
be an obstacle. Cameroonians will speak the language of Shakespeare in in- 
creasing number: It is one of the basic options of the Cameroonian government; 
in addition, the United States (through the Americar. Cultural Center) is helping 
quite a lot. 


To return to the English, they are now a little less than 400 subjects of Her 
Gracious Majesty living in Cameroon. Fifty percent of them are in "business." 
The others are divided between teachers and missionaries. Oddly enough, how- 
ever, cooperation between Great Britain and the Republic of Cameroon has 
resumed both favorably and substantially over these past few vears. 


The Germans' Return 


The Germans are, with the British, the Westerners whose history is closest 

to Cameroon. The Germans, however, stayed thoroughly away following the two 
world wars. They now give the impression of wanting to work twice as hard in 
order to recover the privileged position they once had in that country of 
Central Africa which they had called in the past "Ein Stuck Vaterland" (a piece 
of the motherland). They currently number some 500: but it should be pointed 
out that this colony increased by more than 80 percent over the last 2 years. 
In addition, the Cameroonians are favorably prejudiced toward the Germans whom 
they view, in addition to their legendary dynamsm, as serious and weli~schooled 
partners, demandng in their methods. It is consequently easy to foresee a very 
promising future for Cameroonian-German cooperation, the more so as Germans 
have a reputation for exceptionally fine and solid quality goods. Their most 
prestigious symbol is certainly the "Mercedes," this "indestructible" car 

















which, in this country is the nly one deemed worthy of carrying higher eche- 


lon officials. 


By their number, the North Americans are currently the largest white colony of 


Cameroon after that of the French. Yet, those Americans seem to have hesitated 
for a long time since barely 600 of them lived in Cameroon between the advent of 
national independence and the 70's. It is during the second decade (1970-1980) 
that the Americans "rushed" over here. They row roughly number 1,500. They 


mainly live in towns where they invested their money in various businesses (banks 
and industries). ( iew , Douala is the most Americanized of the 
Cameroonian cities. [n addition to business, the Americans have been involved 


in missionary work for a long time Some American missions, from the South to 
the North, date back from the 1920's. No wonder that the missionaries and medi- 


cal cadres of the Cameroonian Presbyterian Church (EPC) make up 30 percent of 
the colony. Thirty percent also work in the development program (USAID) which 
should include members of the Peace Corps. 


Next come the Italians (some 809): They are missionaries and specialists in 
infrastructure works (COGEFAR and ITINERA); the Greeks (700): A very old 
colony of merchants (including retail), but not highly visible when it comes to 
large investment projects; the Lebanese: Also a very old colony whose presence 
is really felt only in small-scale retailing; the Spaniards (500): 60 percent 
are missionaries (especially sisters) and their capital is invested in mixed 
enterprises such as breweries. fsheres and construction; and the Canadians (400): 
Probably due to their bilinguisri, trey feel they are here in a "little Canada;" 
they originally were teachers (thev founded many colleges); they are now the 
main suppliers of the National Railroad. It is their equipment (dump trucks, 
cistern trucks, leveling scoops, tank carriers, etc) which is also used by most 
municipal authorities to carry out the work of their respective communes. 
Obviously, it would also be impossible to talk about Canada's current presence 
in Cameroon without mentioning the radiant souvenir of Cardinal Léger, the 
founder of several university projects, the most important of which is, beyond 
all question, the Etoug-Ebe Center for the Handicapped (in Yaounde). In the 
Cameroonians’ grateful memory, this former archbishop of Montreal has joined 
those whom the peoples of the world call the "benefactors of humanity.” 


r~ 


From the Belgians to the Soviets 
They are also the Belgians. ‘they were very much involved in advanced agronomic 
education. There are also the Swiss who devoted much of their efforts to the 
problems presented by juvenile delinquency in Cameroon; they also participated 

in the construction of the Betamba Center after building, while they were at it, 
an enormous bridge over the Sanaga River, "The Childhood Bridge." Finally, there 
are the Dutch who are very active pioneers in the Eastern Province. They are 
first, and have been for a long time, missionaries (the Spiritain Fathers) who 
could be seen all over the country; they then decided to settle mainly in the 
East, an area which they evangelized and in which they taught and where they 
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carried out many activities in the rural world. There are also the Russians. 
What can be said about them? In truth, very little. The Soviets built the 
Mbalmayo School o forestry more than 10 years ago. They were heard of years 


later when they began selling their "“Nivas' and ''Ladas'' to Cameroon. They are 














also heard of when they distribute invitations to the showing of films during 
' . + . 
the "October Revolution" celebration. 


The "Yellow" Colony 

The Asians, who are called "the Yellows’, must now be counted among Cameroon's 
foreigners. The Chinese are naturally in the forefront. Cameroon first dealt 
with the Chinese of Formosa who were cultivating rice a~ound Nanga-Ebogo. Today, 
Yaounde deals exclusively with Beijing. The results of this active Sino- 
Cameroonian cooperation are a sumptuous convention center in Yaounde and an 
impressive hydraulic dam in Lagdo, 70 kilometers from Garoua (Northern Province). 
The second substantial yellow colony is that of the Koreans (North and South 
intermingled). Besides the war of contradictory press communiqués with which 
they periodically flood the national newspapers, their influence in Cameroon 

has, until now, remained very slight. Finally, there are the Japanese; but where 
ever are those Japanese? Besides a few trade representatives and diplomats who 
are seen from time to time, they are nowhere to be found. Their commercial 
presence, however, is so overwhelming in Cameroon (vehicles, raacios and all sorts 
of appliances) that one has the feeling that Japan has suddenly become a 
neighboring country. 


In conclusion, we must mention once again what was said at the beginning: The 
"foreigners" of African nationality (mainly Nigerians and Chadians) are not 
really considered foreigners in Cameroon. They are "dear and true brothers.’ 
They may number more than 1 million. What importance does that make, however, 
since they are not basically different from the other Cameroonians? Even the 
Senegalese and the Nigerians who sew boubous when they are not making jewelry or 
the Mauritanians and Tuaregs who wander the streets as fortune tellers hold so 
little surprise for the Cameroonians that they are no longer considered for- 
eigner by anyone. 


’ 


On the whole, there is every reason to be satisfied with the very friendly rela- 
tions that Cameroonians have with their "foreigners." With all due respect to 

a certain international press which seems to be waiting for the slightest 
occasion or incident to draw biaised and obviously uncorrect conclusions. 

Should a white passerby be knocked down in the street by a lunatic... Those are 
unfortunate events which sometimes happen. They are just isolated facts which 
in no way suggest a threat against ‘foreigners." 


6857 
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NAVAL APPOINTMENTS--Gilbert Andre Tsoungui, minister of state for the armed 
forces installed the commanders of the Douala, Lmbe and Lobe naval bases. 
Lieutenant-Commander Mayi Nouck Nouck Silas, Ensigns First-Class Moussa Ahmadou 
and Lebka Zacharie were installed respectively as commanders of the Douala, 
Limbe and Lobe naval bases sometime in March. Minister of State André 
also took advantage of this ceremony to preside over the official 
a new vessel, the Bakassi, a rocket-iauncher patrol boat. 





Thus, 


Tsoungui 


launching of 
[Dakar AFRICA 








ECONOMIC GROWTH OF ILHA DO MAIO DISCUSSED 


[T-oenart article »v Jose Tavares: "Tiha do “aio in Vocus"! 
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['xeerpts! Ilha do “aio, or the "Tsland of Slovers" as it used to be called, one 
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of the oldest and most level islaneés of our national territery and of the ontire 


\tlantic coast chain, is day by cay becoming one of the rost iportant (if not 
t important) centers of thie nation's economic developrent. ‘to the less 
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informed, the statenent could arpear presumptuous, out thev vould chanje their 
opir.ion if they paid heed to the island's vast dievelopment possiLilities. Sone 
of these possibilities are alreaiv beins exploited, like those twitch ave includes 
in the ambitious Project for the Veveloprent of *aio (PT), a procuet of the 
cooperation between the Cape Verdian Covermeent and the Governient of the MiG. 
Cther potential is about to Le realizec, sucii as tie vast natural salt flats, 
white as snow, as far as the eve can see, and the enormous deposits of caonent, 


of proven exploitable qualify. Tt is clear that work is still neaded to huild 
up the local port, the cement plant and the infrastructure for the exploitation 
the salt flats. These possibilities are i 
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financinp has already been ob tained. 


included in a project tor which sone 


Tr Cact, troad prospects are opening for a population of about 4,090 resicent 
trhahitants Crostlyv voren whose iiusbands have been oblired to miprate to the 
ror Countries in search of a livine for their Families), as the island tering 
to exploit the 2.3 million tons of evpsurn, located in dunes in the island's 
zone; the traditional hirhecuality lire; a prosperous agriculture whic 
is already producinep a larrve surplus; fishing, which will show new growth with 
the acquisition of 4&4 ship to support licustrial fi: 
Vitvs the cerarics and textiles which are already a tradition; and animal 
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1lities that, in our understanc- 
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hushancrv, just to vention the development possi 


lifiy are the most sipnificant. 


he gradual application (subject to the inevitable adjustrents) of the prograr 

drafted in the vlanning offices to the social and peorraphic realities is trans- 

forring the look of the island, of which sore people apparently have ain incorrect 

leage. Today, the foreirner who visits this island of white beaches am’! salty 

soil can observe with some satistaction a cortain "jolie ue vivre" in tne sinple 
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neople who live there, which is undoubtedly because of the water, whict 1s 
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CAPE VERDE 


BRIEFS 


PORTUGUESE MILITARY COOPEPATION--Cape Verde Minister of Defense, Honorio 
Chantre Fortes, is visiting Portugal at the invitation of his counterpart, 
Mota Pinto, in order to discuss military cooperation between Portugal and 
Cape Verde. Since 1981 the governments of the two countries have been 
studying a military cooperation proposal, specific cooperation activities 
having already been carried out in the areas of law, administration and 
military service. Leaving Cidade da Praia for Lisbon on Friday, Honorio 
Fortes defended "more frequent contacts between military delegations from 
Portugal and Cape Verde with a view to laying the foundations for fruitful 
military cooperation between the two countries." ''The Portuguese armed 
forces have a long tradition and adequate structures in a variety of areas,' 
said Honorio Fortes to ANOP. "Consequently, their experience will be very 
useful to us during the phase of the formation of our armed forces.’ The 
minister from Cape Verde also said that his country "is not maintaining 
armed forces as a luxury but because it needs them for its defense" in the 
"turbulent world in which we live," as history has taught us. [Excerpt] 
[Lisbon A TARDE in Portuguese 28 May p 62 12351 


t 


PORT RECONSTRUCTION PLANNED--A contract was signed between the SOMAGUE and 
the government of the Republic of Cape Verde this week involving a total of 
$4 million for the building of auxiliary facilities in the port of Praia. 
The proposed reconstruction and development of the port will be financed by 
the Portuguese government, the World Bank and the Arab Bank for African 
Economic Development. Last November, this same Portuguese enterprise signed 
a contract to undertake maritime projects budgeted at about $9 million. 
[Text] [Lisbon EXPRESSO in Portuguese 2 Jun 84 p 16] 5157 
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COMORO ISLANDS 





MAYOTTE REMAINS SORE POINT IN RELATIONS WITH FRANCE 
Paris LE MONDE in French 7 Jun 84 p 5 
[Article by Jacques de Barrin: "Everything Would Be So Easy-—-Without Mayotte" | 


(Text ] Ahmed Abdallah, the president of the Comoro Islands, 
who arrived in Paris a few days ago, is to stay in France for 
2 or 3 weeks. In particular, he is to meet President Mitter- 
rand, with whom he will raise the question of the future of 
Mayotte Island. Jacques de Barrin, our special correspondent, 
explains the extent to which the problem of the status of Ma- 
yotte dominates Comoran political life. 


Moroni--Through the bulletproof glass of the bay windows in his new office, built 
almost on the edge of the water, Ahmed Abdallah, the Comoran chief of state, can 
look out over the ocean, whenever he is in the capital. These are the turquoise 
waters of the Indian Ocean, from which mercenary commandos waded ashore on 

13 May 1978 to return him to power and to drive away Ali Soilih, "the usurper," 
who himself had benefited from the same kind of support 3 years earlier for the 
same purpose. Of course, Ahmed Abdallah turned over to about 20 French and Bel- 
gian "foreign aid" officials the task of training his personal security service, 
which now has about 300 men. Of course, a French military mission is busy organi- 
zing a gendarmerie and an army. And of course, finally, the Comoro Islands have 
been linked to France by a defense agreement since November 1979, The fact re- 
mains that the country, or rather the government, is vulnerable to efforts to 
overthrow it. 


Recent history--the last attempted coup d‘etat, organized by Prince Said Ali 
Kemal, took place in March 1983--has convinced Comorans that danger--or salvation 
--will come from the sea. Now, to deal with this threat, the country has neither 
radar nor armed patrol boats nor reconnaissance aircraft. Regarding the French 
"umbrella" of protection, by the time it is opened, the storm will be over. Under 
te circumstances it is possible to understand the concern of Omar Tamu, minister 
or the interior, over the recent seizure of correspondence from Abdallah Mouzaoir, 
minister of foreign affairs during the Ali Soilih government and now the leader 

of the so-calied moderate opposition to the Ahmed Abdallah government. Didn't 
Abdallah Mouzaoir write in a letter that he had “larger amounts of money than 
anyone imagined" to "overcome all obstacles, even those which are insurmountable"? 
It is also understandable that Mohamed Taki, president of the Federal Assembly and 
the second-ranking figure in the country, is calling for "a French military 


17 




















presence to guarantee public security,” instead of turning this task over to the 
national army which, he says, "costs us a lot of money.” It is appropriate to add 
that it is feared that one day the army will cia its place in the sun, 


Ahmed Abdallah himself admits that he has enemies: "5 percent, 10 percent, 15 per- 
cent, 20 percent?" Recently, at a public meeting in Mitsamiouli, he denounced 
"these mosquitoes which bite” and "those who are hiding behind the mango tree." 
Minister of the Interior Tamu admits that, "Up to now we have downplayed this 
problem." He explains that "we arrest" these oppositionists, "we keep them for a 
time, and then we release them, even, at times, in violation of the law, to some 
extent." Regarding the most serious agitators, about a dozen are in custody. 

The minister assured us that they will be brought to trial before the courts. Mo- 
hamed Taki, who does not have the reputation of being a man who is easy to get 
along with, is urging holding "a dialogue with those people." 


Perhaps this dialogue would have been easier if, at the time of the legislative 
elections of March-April 1981, the government had not tried to fake the results, 
taking from the opposition seats which would normally have come to it? During 
the first round of the elections didn't the Democratic Front (FD) get 29 percent 
of the votes in Moroni? An FD leader, who pictured his party as "modernist and 
secular-oriented," said: "During the period of French rule we were a highly poli- 
ticized country. We developed a taste for freedom of expression.” A certain 
number of Comorans admit that Ali Soilih, the revolutionary, even so had some 
"good ideas," and they regret that he ruined his chances--and those of the coun- 
try--by trying to move too quickly. The demands made on the country by the pre- 
vious government to achieve its goals and the consequent impact on the people 
were of benefit to Ahmed Abdallah, who, with the support of the traditional 
leaders of the people, is skillfully playing the card of respect for tradition. 


A Family Business 


The chief of state manages the Comoro Islands as if they were a family business. 
He insists on knowing everything about everything. Nothing escapes his curiosi- 
ty, not even quarrels between husbands and wives among his people. Each govern- 
ment official who leaves for or returns from overseas is required to stop off at 
the office of the "boss." It appears that the youth of the country, concerned 
about its future, sees in this authoritarian and paternalistic regime a reflection 
of another era. One critic who would not be opposed to the single party concept 
if, at least, the government "was not in the service of a single man," stated: 
"Soilih had his views. Abdallah has none at all." Will Ahmed Abdallah seek an- 
other term when his present period in office comes to an end in October 1984? No 
one doubts he will seek re-election, even if the president says he would like to 
have the time to reflect about the situation. 


At the heart of the elections campaign there is this appeal to France, which ap- 
pears as a continuing theme: "Give us back Mayotte." Ahmed Abdallah, who con- 
tinues to stand by the vote of 22 December 1974 by which "the Comoran people" 
chose independence by an overall majority, has stated: "For our part, this prob- 
lem has been resolved. It is solely a French problem." In his view all the rest 
is a matter of detail of no great importance and so much legal quibbling. Should 
there be guarantees to facilitate the return to the fold of the "Mahorese bro- 
thers"? Paris reportedly would look with favor on a change in the constitution 


18 








in the direction of federalism, whereas Moroni, on the contrary, recently reduced 
the budgetary powers of the Council of the Islands [Conseil des Iles] and placed 
appointed governors in charge of the individual islands. 


Moroni could easily understand the concern of the Mahorese people [from Mayotte] 
to keep, cost what it may, their French nationality. To obtain French national- 
ity, many Comorans do everything they can. Some Comorans even went through the 
form of marrying Mahorese women, until these women, abandoned as secon as the wed- 
ding took place, refused to "join in the affair" or become involved in "nationali- 
ty marriages." Others have gone to great expense--as much as 4,000 French francs 
--to obtain official nationality papers in Mayotte. Several employees of the 
court of first instance in Mayotte are now in prison for having become involved 

in these underhanded practices. It is hard to see how Paris could agree to place 
all of these island people on the same, equal basis and thus grant French nation- 
ality to the 350,000 Comorans. Over the short term, in the absence of finding a 
political solution, France is attempting an economic approach to the problem. Its 
objective is to "force feed" the Comoro Islands in order to prove to the Mahorese 
of Mayotte Island that they will have nothing to lose by rejoining the rest of the 
Comoran archipelago. Thus, French aid will increase from 60 million francs in 
1983 to about 140 million francs in 1984, 


Statement of a Principle 


There remains the political question. Ahmed Abdallah is not prepared to govern 

in a different way to please the Mahorese, who would like to keep the gains of 
liberal democracy, where a person can say anything. Some Mahorese are asking 
themselves if the Comoran chief of state is so impatient that he might say that 

to regain this "Alsace-Lorraine," he would be content for the moment with a 

solemn statement of principle. In fact, it is clear that Mayotte Island, the 
spoiled child of the Comoran Archipelago, would be giving him the cord to strangle 
itself with if it suddenly were reintegrated into the Comoran family. 


For the moment the Comoran Government is fully involved in the preparations for 
the conference of aid donor countries, which will be held in Moroni in the first 
few days of July. The bill which will be presented to the countries providing 
aid funds amounts to 2.6 billion francs. To set up the basic economic structures 
--a banking system, a tax administration, a national school of higher education 
-~this miniscule state has only limited resources of its own, For the most part 
its revenues are derived from the export of vanilla and cloves, and it therefore 
has to rely on foreign aid. The foreign debt of the country is 10 times the size 
of its budget. 


Educational expenditures take up 35 percent of the budget. Three-fourths of the 
primary school teachers have not yet had any training in education. The state 
must also bear the burden of fledgling public companies and cover the debts of 
the various offices of the governors, who have misused their financial autonomy. 
The prime minister has stated: "We are paying the salaries of our officials now." 
In 1982 the Vinay Report concluded that the Comoro Islands were not on the edge 
of the abyss but rather in the abyss itself. This was the judgment of an expert 
who seemed unaware of the fact that a goodly proportion of the people lives to 
some extent outside the money economy, 











Will South Africa come to the aid of the Comoro Islands? In April 1983 Ahmed Ab- 
dallah made a trip to Pretoria. Plans to provide aid were tentatively sketched 
out at the time. Beyond the opening of a weekly airline flight between the two 
countries, the plans for investments in hotels-—-construction of 700 rooms in two 
phases——have made no progress. The chief of state explained: "We are not in a 
position to finance our part of the project." In reality, the Comoro Archipelago 
no longer is of as much interest to the "white government" [of South Africa] now 
that the government of Mauritius is politically more acceptable and since normal- 
ization of relations with the countries of southern Africa, and Mozambique in 
particular, is making progress. 


Ahmed Abdallah emphasized: "I am not closing my door to anyone, except crimi- 
nals." Located at the entrance to the Mozambique Channel, the Comoro Islands oc- 
cupy a strategic position which makes cultivating the islanders worth while. The 
chief of state has aiready rejected the offers made by the Libyans and the Soviets 
to provide certain services. It is hard to see how this former member of the 
French Parliament, although he is sometimes hard to predict in terms of his behav- 
ior, could lend himself, out of spite, to unnatural alliances.* The Comoran 

chief of state knows that he is not popular with the French Left. He said: "I 
would like to have them respect my government, even if they do not approve of it." 





* In a country where French and Arabic are official languages, the Alliance 
Franco-—Comorienne de Moroni [Franco-Comoran Cultural Center in Moroni] fits in 
very well. As of now it has 358 members, 288 of whom attend school. It provides 
them with books and sponsors stage events. For the young people the center is 
also a meeting point and a place to study. 


5170 
CSO: 3419/709 








GUINEA 


POLITICAL, ECONOMIC RECONSTRUCTION AFTER TOURE'S DEATH DISCUSSED 
Paris LE MONDE in French 24, 25, 26 May 84 

[Article by J.-C. Pomonti: "Guinea on Its Way to Recovery"] 

[24 May 84 pp l, 5] 

[Text] IL. "You Have the Floor" 


Conakry--How, literally, is one to get rid of Sekou Toure? Ina way, he has 
remained omnipresent, in people’s minds, in conversations, in drawing rooms and 
government offices, on the street corners. Guineans feel as if they are ‘coming 
out of a long nightmare," as one of them told us. 


One tries to understand, explain how it all happener. The subject is inexhausti- 
ble. In this delicate dissection, Guinea is divided between rancor and toler- 
ance, the will not to forget, but to let bygones be bygones, and the feeling 

that everything that was lost in terms of human lives, suffering and torture 
must be paid for. 


Guineans are free, at least for the time being, to tell it all, to let it all 
out, to discover the truth, cast blame, sedeem themselves, express their bitter- 
ness, go back over past miseries. In its program "You Have the Floor," Radio 
Conakry nightly opens its microphones to former Camp Boiro prisoners, to those 
among the survivors who still have the strength to describe their calvary and 
who occasionally -- because they suffered so much -- still wander. How can one 
not listen to a man who is astonished that he still meets his former torturer 
and jailkeeper in the street regularly? How can one not heed another who 
preaches moderation and reconciliation? How can the Guineans least interested 
not shudder upon hearing these voices from the tomt? 


One man, with the most humble smile, spent six years at Camp Boiro, from 1961 
to 1966. He tells how he would struggle to wiggle banana peels under his cell 
door from the other side in order to have something to eat. Or run after a 
mouse and eat it raw. "But the worst thing," he adds, "was the thirst, the 
thirst.'’ And yet, he concludes, since the military took power on 3 April, 
since tongues have been loosened, he would "never have believed that things 
were so bad."’ Then there is the old bourgeois who shuffles into the waiting 
room of Colonel Traore, prime minister. It takes him a minute to recognize 
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people. He scrutinizes the faces, thinks a moment, reflects, embraces them, 
nearly falls, then excuses himself and goes to sit down in his own dark memor- 
ies. He only got out of Camp Boiro on 3 April. 


And what about Camp Boiro? It is still there, that huge delapidated barracks 

of the Republican Guard, scarcely 200 meters from the big brand-new mosque 
whose courtyard houses the mediocre mausoleum where Sekou Toure is supposed to 
rest. Children go through its gates, their notebooks under their arms, dragging 
their heels. The families of the guards go about their daily tasks in the 
shade of the mango trees, amidst the chickens and goats. "Dead Man's Row,’ 
as four closed cells built around a courtyard scarcely any larger, is at the 
camp gate, only 30 meters away from a very popular avenue. There, from 50 to 
60 prisoners would be crammed into a room 3 by 4 meters square. "No One Can 
Know the Suffering,’ says one inscription. There is a single urinal in the 
middle of the courtyard. The women were held right alongside, in two tiny 
rooms without lights or toilet. The guard opens the torture room -- the "elec- 
tric hut" -- a few meters further on: the field telephone, the cord. "That 

is where they tortured me for the first three months," says one high official, 
45 years old, six spent at Camp Boiro (1971-1977). 


"The field telephone, flat on your belly or knees on broken bottles, bound," 

he recalls. Ismael Toure, half-brother of the late president, now under arrest, 
headed the investigative commission, although he did not attend the torture 
sessions. After six months of internment, in January 1972, Siaka, commanding 
officer of Boiro and nephew of Sekou Toure, told him: "You are innocent." 
"They only let me go 5 years later and if I managed to keep my health, it is 
because I ate evervthing. When I was there, six or seven would die a day," 

he remembers. 





Guinean television filmed Boiro so that no one could ignore what went on 

there. "All night long, you could hear the screams. You could not sleep. 

It was the revolutionary committee that was at work,'' adds the guard now acting 
as guide. For over 20 years, children grew up and families lived next to 

these oostructed walls whose gates opened only after midnight. The building 
opposite the torture room houses a store and a classroom where children are 
droning their lessons. It is on the way to the "block," a small camp within 
the camp where the cells of the "black diet" are set up: reserved for those 
condemned to starve to death in darkness after torture, and the other cells, 
"for those who continued to hang on," explains another guide, a militiaman. 





Upon taking power on 3 April, a week after the funeral of the late "presi," 

the military wanted at all costs to avoid any settling of accounts, but they 
also freed the political prisoners -- and other common prisoners -- and allowed 
people to speak. They summoned those in exile to return. Boiro, Sekou Toure: 
The two names are inseparable. They are at the heart of the reconciliation of 
so many families separated for 10 or 20 years and, too often, now without one 
or more members. At the “block,'' a pile of cement had been placed near the 
pigsty, called the "curb," where the bodies were piled up waiting for night to 
come, when they would be transferred to a cemetery and buried in secret. 
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When he knew them, Siaka Toure sometimes visited the relatives of his own 
victims and joined in their mourning. As for the late president, he awaited 
the visit of those he pardoned, who had to publicly thank him for so much 
mercy! Some came on crutches, others with their sores and still others 
despite their blindness. At Boiro, the militiaman -- "I was not there under 
the old regime,'' he notes -- stops before Celi 49, where Diallo Telli, first 
secretary general of the Organization of African Unity, died of the "black 
diet."’ The oldest prisoners, a member of the Republican Guard tells, were 
authorized to go sit outside because they were "too weak to try to escape.’ 
Everywhere, on all the walls, hundreds of little sticks are lined up, the 
only way old prisoners had of counting the passing days. 


Memories 


Conakry thus lives in its memories. HOROYA, the only local publication, re- 
ports the affair of the "last ones shot," those in Mamou, a city in the central 
region of the country, publicly executed on 21 March for participating in a 
clash arising out of an identity check. Four of them, one with only one leg, 
were executed, while the 22 others were sentenced to 5 to 20 years forced labor. 


The following day, a Thursday, Sekou Toure, who had long been ill and who was 
not looking after himself, took a turn for the worse in the evening after de- 
livering a speech to a congress of trade unions. He vomited up his light 
evening meal and was spitting blood. He went to rest in the little apartment 
discreetly set up in the regional office, a little building next to the Petit 
Palais, where he was said to reside after work had begun on the old Governor's 
Palace. On Friday, the vomiting continued and the doctors called to his bed- 
side: Chinese, American and Moroccan, were categorical: It was a serious car- 
diovascular complication and he would have to be taken to a hospital abroad 
immediately for emergency surgery. 


Sekou Toure refused, wanting to undergo the operation in Conakry, which was 
impossible. He would not yield until Sunday night. An ARAMCO plane took him 
to the United States, where he died on the operating table -- where he had been 
for 5 hours -- on Monday, 26 March. His heart had given up. The news was re- 
ported that same night in Conakry. Was the body brought home by the family? 

No one believes it because no Guinean can say he saw him. Officially, the 
chief of state was embalmed by some 20 Moroccan mullahs, who buried him in the 
mosque at the grand mosque of Conakry. ‘You will never be able to say: Here 
lies the late president. No one will ever see his body,'' Sekou Toure once said. 


Several among the Guinean elite are convinced that Sekou Toure is buried some- 
where in Morocco and each one recalls the signs of the coming end. At the end 
of December 1983, there was that terrible and unusual earthquake, foretelling 
an imminent misfortune. Shortly before his death, Sekou Toure had the old 
palace of the French governors, the headquarters of the Office of the President 
in downtown Conakry, remodeled. Among the Peul of Fouta-Djalon, a chief who 
changes residences does not rip off the roof of the old house, for such would 
bring doom. The palace, whose renovation was abandoned, now stands unfinished, 
exposed to the elements. 
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Memory is part of the "Sekou Tourian" heritage. Without speaking of those who 
suffered in flesh and blood from the regime, many Guineans now express their 
feeling of having been thwarted and humiliated. Sekou Toure no longer believed 
in the development of his country. He perhaps knew that a recovery of the 
Guinean economy, it it came about during his time -- which scarcely seems 
likely, despite a certain liberalization since 1977 -- could have challenged his 
government. He had an interest in seeing Guinea remain in the mess he had 
placed it, providing it would not ruin this new image of the ''wise man of 
Africa’ which he intended to impose on the international scene, particularly 
when he ascended to the annual presidency of the OAU, scheduled for this year. 


Nausea 


"Those 26 years make me sick to the stomach," says one Guinean, who retains 

the impression of a huge swindle. Terror, cowardliness and corruption do not 
explain everything. "There was a completely surrealistic side of what we wenc 
through,'’ another contributes. Rural areas finally withdrew into themselves 

in this singular partv-state in which nothing functioned. The stability of the 
cities was assured in recent years by imports -- often gifts -- of.grain distri- 
buted by trade unions upon the presentation of ration cards. The official rate 
was five or six times lower than that of the free market. As for the supporters 
of the regime, from the lowest civil servant to the ministers, thev. were kept 

on the string by the casualness tolerated by Sekou Toure. "Everyone lived 

with illegality, which benefited Sekou Toure, for he could thus arrest anyone 
any time for embezzlement," one civil servant summarized. The president delib- 
erately encouraged corruption. 


Had he grown wiser? Had he, if only to maintain his international image, given 
up the most shameful methods of government? Different accounts indicate that a 
new wave of repression was about to strike the country. In early January, the 
Senegalese government daily LE SOLEIL announced that three Guinean nationals 
had been questioned in Upper Casamance after recruiting 17 "mercenaries": 

2 Seuegalese and 15 Guineans from Bissau -- in order to "destabilize Sekou 
Toure." The late president had found his excuse: a "foreign plot." By 
February, long-time Boiro prisoners had been warned by a guard that the torture 
sessions were being stepped up in the "technical room."" Lists of suspects had 
been drawn up. 


"That is when I decided to escape and I intended to go abroad when Sekou died," 
says one former Boiro inmate. For their part, the officers in power today re- 
portedly decided to react if Sekou Toure should go after any one of them. What- 
ever the case, while the former president tried to save his OAU summit confer- 
ence, greatly compromised by the internal divisions of the Pan African organiza- 
tion, Guinea was once again preparing for a very gloomy period. Incidents were 
taking place in the provinces. In that country, which actually was cut off 

from the rest of the world, where the late president could do as he pleased 
without any risk of being exposed, a new regimentation was being planned. The 
machine had once again started to function. 


As a final "poisoned gift,'' Sekou Toure died ''a good death" without being over- 
thrown. An American vice president and a French prime minister were among those 
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attending his funeral. While the military took power by default, they did not 
expect mediocre hangers-on to grab power themselves, which was the case on 
Monday, 2 April, with the former prime minister and Ismael Toure. The takeover 
happened on the night of 2-3 April, while the authorities had already threatened 
to arrest Col Diarra Traore, the current prime minister. But the officers were 
perhaps already planning their intervention on Friday, 30 March, while the 
crowd, in the Conakry stadium, attended the funeral ceremony organized for the 
late chief of state. 


"The fact ic," one Guinean confided to us, "the military tried to avoid any 
incidents. They were afraid that pockets of resistance would be formed by the 
gendarmerie, the police and even the militia, which had a few old rifles. 

They had to prevent any panic reaction and it was essential to prevent any 
revenge.'' The coup therefore took time, a few days, to be planned and every- 
thing came off without a hitch, without resistances, excesses or looting. 


Compromises were accepted and the entourage of Sekou Toure was arrested only 
after the fact. This fine group of people -- from 100 to 200 -- was taken to 
Boiro and then transferred to Camp Kindia, 150 kilometers north of Conakry, 
where the questioning continues under the supervision of a higher officer. 
They are properly fed and have beds. Mrs Andree Toure, the long abandoned 
widow of the late president, has had her head shaved. Siaka Toure has a bad 
foot that has not been taken care of and has reportedly embarked upon a hunger 
strike. 


Their fate will one day have to be decided through a trial that could well 

stir up muddy waters and revive many painful memories. The Sekou Toure obses- 
sion therefore promises to remain strong. In the meantime, while ensuring 

order and restoring fundamental freedoms, officers with greving temples, who 
often grew old in the marginal posts to which the president had assigned them, 
are handling the countrv's affairs and trving to rehabilitate it. They have 
begun by examining the state of the damage. The record is somewhat overwhelming. 


[25 May 84 p 7] 


[Text] Since the death of President Sekou Toure and the coup 
d’etat that put an end to the civilian regime, Guinea has been 
reexamining its past. This sudden freedom of speech reveals the 
atrocities committed in the country for a quarter of a century. 
But the former leaders, now in prison, will probably come to 
trial and their "confessions” could well be a can of worms 

(LE MONDE, 24 May). 


Il. “Everything Is a Mess" 


Conakry--Desolation, obsolescence, a shortage of medicines and an absence of 
equipment. "We have penitentiaries rather than hospitals," reports HOROYA, 
publication of the Ministry of Information. In visiting the Ignace-Deen, 
Donka and Cite de Solidarite hospital centers a few days ago, the new chief 
of state, Colonel Conte, saw the misery of the patients and, more generally 


speaking, the absence of any health infrastructure in Guinea. 
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The capital's main railroad station, with its rusting sheds and delapidated 
buildings, seems to have been half abandoned after a bombing. Conakry is 
choking in dust. Most public buildings have not been painted in years. Here 
and there, panes are missing in windows, roofs are collapsing and the gutters 
are clogged.. With few exceptions, the country's automotive pool resembles an 
incredible collection of broken-down second-hand cars that somehow continue to 
run. 

"Everything is a mess," said the prime minister, Col Diarra Traore, at his 
first press conference. "We lived better before," one often hears in Conakry. 
The government's coffers are empty. The foreign debt is put at $1.6 billion, 
a good third owing to the Soviet Union. The syli, the local currency, has 
improved since the military coup of 3 April, probably because confidence has 
been partially restored, especially in Lebanese trading circles. But on the 
black market, it is still worth only one-fifth of its official rate. Whatever 
the case, four-fifths of all transactions are made in foreign exchange. 


In recent years especially, Sekou Toure gave the impression that he had only 
one eye on Guinea in order to make sure that his backyard was peaceful. Eco- 
nomically speaking, the policy of openness -- rapprochement with Western and 
Arab countries -- had had no major effects. He seemed little concerned about 
it. He devoted a large part of his time to trying to establish a new image of 
the "African wise man" on the international scene, trying to save "his" OAU 
summit -- he had ceased boycotting it in 19/78 -- in order to gain the annual 
presidency of the Pan African organization this year. He also coveted the 
presidency of the movement of nonaligned nations, hoping thereby to enjoy 
that fine double honor of "president of Africa" and spokesman of the Third 
World. 


In the meantime, Guinea was slowly but surely plunging into a surrealistic 
universe. Following the women's rebellion in 1977, Sekou Toure had been forced 
to liberalize small-scale trade, but the reforms went no further. By drawing 
up the list of what was bequeathed to them, the military men are harsh: ‘''The 
economy was sabotaged," says the president of the CMRN (Military Committee of 
National Recovery), Colonel Conte, a discreet man who follows affairs of state 
very closely. 





Sinecures and Baksheesh 


Supplying 97 percent of all export receipts, bauxite provides the government 
with some $200 million a year, for one of the deposits, Kindia-Debele, put into 
operation by the Soviets in 19/74, is used to pay back Soviet investments locally 
and any debts contracted with Moscow by Conakry. Diamond and gold mining 
operations are beset with general fraud. Exports of agricultural products 

are nonexistent, although in 1960, Guinea exported 120,000 tons of bananas. 
Under such conditions, the fact that the trade balance is nearly balanced 

proves that Guinea has been deprived of everything, beginning with equipment 
indispensable to make the economy operate satisfactorily. 
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Was it stubbornness or a reflex action? Until the end, Sekou Toure, in what 
became nearly a rite that put his audiences to sleep, maintained an ever more 
hollow -- and equally intolerable -- discourse on the creation of the "new 
man.'' Newborn children were immediately to be registered by their parents 
with the party-state (PDG, Democratic Party of Guinea), with the dues often 
going into the pockets of party leaders. For their part, peasants had to pay 
part of their taxes in kind and unrest repeatedly broke out in the bush in 
recent months. The entire system was controlled by thousands of informers in 
the pay of the family of Sekou Toure, who even arranged the marriages of his 
close aides to strengthen the oligarchy in power. ''He pitted sons against 
fathers and students against teachers," said one student, whose grandfather 


spent several years at Camp Boiro. 


The party-state system generalized confusion. It is not known how many offi- 
cials or employees there were of the nearly 100 state companies, most of which 
are in the red. Theoretically, everyone should have the right to rations of 
rice and other basic products, but a large part of such goods are diverted as 
soon as they arrived at the Conakry port, where the customs service should be 
completely reorganized. Since initiative is discouraged and with wages inade- 
quate, government offices are empty, with everyone leaving early, at 1500 hours, 
well before closing, in order to go to a second job. Lower-level civil ser- 
vants were turned into taxi drivers and militiamen spent most of their time 
setting up barricades on the roads to tax travelers or freight haulers. One 
could count up to 50 of these "traps" on the 150-kilometer-long section of road 
between Conakry and Kindia. 


Sekou Toure's "People's Revolutionary Guinea" became the country of sinecure 
and the baksheesh. In order to leave the country, whatever the length of stay, 
a traveler must still obtain a certificate of accommodation approved by the 
Ministry of Interior, au exit visa and a stamp on his ticket from customs. 

Such formalities are accomplished rapidly only through tips. Such practices 
have become a part of the custom and to do away with them would seriously 

cut the income of thousands, if not tens of thousands, of parasites. The mili- 
tary in power is therefore somewhat the hostage of the heritage helping to 
paralyze the country. 


General Passiveness 


Another handicap is the general apathy: People no longer believe in anything, 
having only become accustomed to being "ready for the revolution," the great 
slogan of the old regime -- that is, being ready to bend their backs to the 
storms unleashed by the supreme guide. Among the ministers, higher leaders and 
in the ranks of the foreign experts, it is a leitmotif: "Not only will it be 
very hard to get people back to work, but they have become passive and have 
lost any critical reflex.'' Military power is based on the only instrument it 
has: a plethoric civil service that served Sekou Toure to the end. "Those who 
refused to do so died or went into exile," we were told by one Guinean who was 
long with Sekou Toure. He added, "We must accept that fact." 


Drawing up the list of the damage is also to note that after 26 years of "revo- 
lution,'’ Guinea's people are 80-percent illiterate, that the ill-conceived and 
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unfunded experiment of rehabilitating the six main national languages -- out 
of the country's 17 spoken tongues -- ended in failure and the very mediocre 
education offered must now be totally rethought. School attendance is under 
30 percent in primary and secondary grades and classes usually have over 100 
students, generally without books. Their teachers are of very uneven quality. 


The army was a shambles, the military men now say. No army, no coup d'etat, 
Sekou Toure probably thought. He completely neglected the military, which had 
no equipment or weapons: 8,00C men whose leaders had grown old without winning 
any decorations. The Soviet military advisers, long gone, had given them no 
training and left behind only a few tanks, three helicopters, two Migs and 

a few big guns, all of which rusted in the tropics. Certain officers disap- 
peared into the regime's dungeons. The barracks are in pitiful condition. 

The few tanks still running have been placed in strategic points in Conakry, 
but their appearance on the day of the coup mainly proved that power had truly 
changed hands. 


The current minister of information, Capt Mohamed Traore, was for several 
years assigned as an adviser to Amilcar Cabral at the time of the resistance 
of Guinea Bissau to the Portuguese Army. He was then interned for 3 years at 
Camp Boiro. He represents his country on the OAU Committee of Liberation, 
whose headquarters is in Dar-Es-Salaam. He bears no resemblance to the fiery, 
scatterbrained young officers one often sees in other African countries follow- 
ing coups d'etat. Over 50, with greving temples and an austere look about him, 
he is quite the opposite of a rebel. Like many of his colleagues on the CRMN, 
of whom one couJi almost draw an identical picture, he measures the task 
awaiting that group of officers who grew old without honors and who, before 
the death of Sekou Toure, began to meet, expecting repression within their 
ranks as early as the beginning of the year. 


The late chief of state had many victims: "He broke this country's back," we 
were told by one Guinean who returned from France after 20 years in exile. He 
also humiliated many of his fellow countrymen, a commontrial that might now 
serve as mortar. It is true that by tethering for years a man who, in the 
1950's, was the unanimous pride of the Guineans, France and some of its African 
allies may have helped intensify his paranoia. Whatever the case, Guinea will 
now feel the effects of 26 years of nondevelopment. The euphoria set off by 
the military takeover should not lead to any illusions. The country, bled 
white, now begins its recovery and for a time, will have to make do with modest 
progress before reembarking upon the development that the resources of its soil 
and subsoil allow one to envisage. 


[26 May 84 p 7] 


[Text] How long will it take Guinea to recover from the catas- 
trophic heritage, both human and economic, that was left by 

25 years of the Sekou Toure regime? After a phase of euphoria, 
the new authorities in Conakry are measuring the extent of their 
task. France, which is willing to help the "new start," will do 
so only insofar as its financial means, which are limited, permit 
(LE MONDE, 24, 25 May). 











III. A Glimmer of Hope 


Conakry--Led by their teachers, hundreds of school children swept the streets 
of the Guinean capital on Sunday, 20 May, picking up and burning the garbage 
that had accumulated here and there over the weeks. The 60 minibuses ordered 
by Sekou Toure for the OAU summit conference -- which the military men in 
power have wisely put off accepting for the time being -- were assigned to 
urban transportation, which was practically nonexistent. The new buses are 
not taken over by force, as is the case nearly everywhere in Africa. People 
stand in line politely, sometimes for hours. The same is true at the gas pumps. 
The tanks were nearly empty when the army took power on 3 April, without any 
bloodshed and with popular support. 


After Sekou Toure, Guinea, in search of its future, is bumping up against that 
undefinable something so difficult to assimilate that freedom is. Former pri- 
soners weep on the radio, reliving the trials of their detention. The intel- 
lectuals parry back and forth in the columns of HOROYA. Delegations of exiles, 
who number some 2 million, now return to tour the country, embrace their fami- 
lies and haunt the antirooms of the ministries, where they file motions of 
support for the military. The walls of the maquis, those small hastily set up 
African restaurants, must tremble at the sound of passionate conversations that 
were inconceivable scarcely two months ago. 


Devaluation 


Among other effects of his reign, Sekou Toure gave Guineans more "revolution" 
and pseudoprogressive phraseology than they had stomach for. The only two 
generals with the former regime are under arrest, along with the former min- 
ister of defense and a few officers close to the late president and those who 
performed his vile tasks. The only military dignitary -- a member of the 
Central Committee of the PDG (Democratic Party of Guinea) -- still in power is 
Col Diarra Traore, prime minister. But because it scarcely tasted the delights 
of the old system and participated less than other corps, such as the militia, 
in the repression, the army's image is intact and it enjoys precious support, 
like President Lansana Conte, a colonel about 50 years of age, 30 in the ranks, 
whom Sekou Toure distrusted, or Capt Facinet Toure, a little younger, promoted 
to the post of minister of foreign affairs and who is one of the movers on the 
CMRN, the Military Committee for National Recovery. 

"Don't even talk to me about priorities; everything is a priority," says the 
latter to anyone addressing him. The military began by announcing measures to 
liberalize the economy. IMPORTEX, the national company that controlled foreign 
trade, has been dissolved and its departments put under two ministries. The 
road barriers have been removed. A new investment code, much more liberal, is 
planned to attract foreign capital. Several committees are already working on 
the reorganization of education, for which veritable councils will begin their 
work in Conakry on 24 May, with French experts attending. Once a delicate 
dispute has been settled,1 negotiations will begin with the IMF to try to 

get the country's monetary situation on the right track. 
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a climate of confidence, it will be necessary to have a 

ily on good conditions. There is talk of 600 to /00 percent. 
Ever before neg lons begin, Westerners had decided to ask the IMF not to 
impose "such Draconian conditions." International experts making their per- 
sonal investigation are convinced that if need be, the rescheduling of the 
foreign debt by the Club of Paris would not pose insurmountable problems. 
The rehabilitation of the economy within 2 or 3 years would enable one to 
envisage the reintegration of Guinea into the UMOA2 [West African Monetary 
Union], that is, the franc zone. 


Economically speaking, Guinea needs to get a number of circuits going again: 
repair some roads, begin to rebuild its automotive fleet, getting some farm 
production moving again in order to reduce imports of grain and, for example, 
resume pineapple exports. Gold and diamonds could bring in additional foreign 
exchange, on the condition that a successful devaluation of the sily helps to 
reintegrate parallel circuits, which partially explain why some markets already 
seem well-supplied. 


A support movement is already shaping up. The Americans, who have big interests 
in the mining sector, seem to want both to support the regime and strengthen 
their trading positions. Their businessmen have received assurances. They 

have reportedly decided to deliver two patrol boats to the Guineans in order to 
help them control the excellent fishing grounds which the Soviets apparently 
continue to loot. The Guinean exodus abroad is beginning to reinvest, albeit 
cautiously, for it is once again setting foot in the country. Many representa- 
tives of companies -- and a few "sharks" -- are coming to see. Could Guinea 
become a good deal? 


The impression of vagueness has to do, as is always the case at the beginning 
of a new regime, with the gap between the intentions -- here quite liberal -- 
of those in power and the legislative arsenal that must accompany any reform. 
In some sectors, the first steps have been taken. This is the case, for exam- 
ple, with education. Seven committees have cleared the way. Given the mess 
they are in, the Guineans reportedly wanted to set up some 50 new CES [pre- 
sumably secondary schools] beginning with the coming school year and hire 
2,500 teachers and 800 secondary school teachers. 


They must be content with more modest accomplishments. French will gradually 
be reintroduced into elementary education. The "local schools," Koranic 
schools with the teaching outdoors that took the place of the lacking public 
education, will be used in one way or another. Banned since 1961, private 
schools are again authorized. 


On 13 May, on the occasion of Guy Penne's visit, accompanied by five of his 
aides, the French pledged to help Guinea prepare for the new school year in 
October, whose success is important to the military. From 10 to 15 French 
experts will help work out reforms, which will make it possible to choose text- 
books, whose purchase will be significantly aided by France, and to define 

the number and capacity of educational advisers and the French "trainers" 
working in Guinea. 
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Speaking more generally, the task of the adviser to the Elysee for African and 
Malagasy affairs has not only been of an exploratory nature, but has also help 
helped make Guineans understand the proper measure of the aid which France can 
offer under the present circumstances. President Mitterrand has reportedly 
given the green light to substantial aid since Guinea, in the heart of West 
Africa, constitutes a chance that must not be missed. 


Is a financial effort to be made for Guinea identical to the military effort 
undertaken for Chad last year? For the time being, there can be no question 

of it. Paris does not have the means. ''That could be conceived on a European 
scale, but not done by France alone," officials explain in Paris, where "support 
but not a check'’ is being proposed to Conakry. French-Guinean cooperation 

will receive a good boost, but one is far from themassive injection which the 
Guinean economy would need to begin anew. 


The military has understood this. The men in power have felt the danger of 


the already tangible gap between the people's aspirations -- the euphoria of 
the first days, the dream of a better world -- and the means at their disposal 
to improve the people's fate. "We are going to pay for Sekou Toure for vears 


to come,'' several Guineans told us. Civen the absenteeism in public offices 
and the general discouragement, given the risk of divisions: ethnic, political 
and social, that Sekou Toure strengthened and, more generally, the vacuum left 
by the old regime, the military men have from the beginning had an unambiguous 
attitude: They are in power to stay. 


Nothing is left of the institutions. The constitution, the party-state, the 
collective farms and the organizations of the old regime that have been dis- 
solved truly did not need to be, having collapsed like a house of cards. Of 
26 years of a regime often described in Conakry as ''demonic," nothing is left 
but the scars, which will take a long time to heal. 


Torturers' Fate 


At Camp Kindia, the former inquisitors -- led by Osmael Toure, the half brother, 
and Siaka Toure, the nephew of the former dictator -- are now being interro- 
gated in their turn. The new authorities have promised them their lives, but, 
among other things, they want to know what has happened to the millions of 
dollars that were embezzled and, if possible, recover part of the money. Those 
involved have too much experience to manipulate easily. To defend themselves, 
they will try -- they are already doing so -- to implicate certain military men 
in the trafficking and methods of the old regime. Furthermore, public opinion 
would fatally interpret mercy as compromise. What is to be done? A public 
trial would promise to sully many people the military needs to govern. "The 
only hope of Ismael and Siaka can only be to play the men in power one against 
the other,’ we were told by one Guinean who knew the entourage of Sekou Toure 
well. 


The regime has grown harder, at least outwardly, toward the old clique in 

power, now interned at Kindia. After promising that no execution would take 
place and then announcing that sentences would be pronounced only for corruption 
and embezzlement, the prime minister stated on television on 13 May that "crimes 
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of blood" would be punished. But President Conte and the other members of the 
Military Committee for National Recovery have not yet confirmed the statement. 


To prevent any shift, the military has adopted a relatively firm tone. Sekou 
Toure patronized the people of his clan who belonged to the Malinke ethnic 
group. A few years ago, he publicly declared war on the Peul, who now form 

the main battalions of the refugees in Senegal, the Ivory Coast or Mali. Presi- 
dent Conte, a Soussou from the coast, intends to sooth minds and avoid any eth- 
nic tension. "No Soussou state": This seems to be the motto of his entourage. 


Politicians, including those returning from abroad, have therefore been sum- 
moned to devote their energy to try to get Guinea on its feet. They have been 
asked to support unreservedly the action of the Military Committee and, for the 
time being, to give up any personal ambitions. At the same time, the activites 
of former members of Sekou Toure's entourage still free are closely followed. 
"Barons" of the old regime have reportedly been questioned in Conakry last 
week during a secret meeting. Finally, the army intends to put a little order 
into its own ranks. Some 35 officers have been named to the board of directors 
of national commercial companies -- which are probably doomed -- promotions 
that some already interpret as demotions. The nightly curfew has been lifted, 
but the army continued to ask for identifications after midnight in the capital. 


Guinea, atrophied after so many years of neg!:ct and terror, is slowly getting 
back on its feet. Hope is reemerging. But Guineans cannot yet yield to the 
temptation to dream. The patient is not yet safe from a relapse and grops its 
way forward slowly. Other tests undoubtedly await it before it regains its 
balance and health. Then its former master will appear to have been only a 
disastrous accident of history. 


FOOTNOTES 


1. A Guinean administrator of the IMF, Sangar, back from Washington to attend 
Sekou Toure's funeral, was arrested in Conakry after the coup d'etat and is 
still being held. The military actually suspects him of participating, 
or simply being aware of, the manipulation of sums of money and property 
which the late president and his entourage owned abroad. Real negotiations 
with the IMF cannot begin until his release. 


2. The UMOA: West African Monetary Union, which since 1962 has included 
Upper Volta, the Ivory Coast, Niger, Senegal, Benin and Togo and, since 
1984, Mali. These countries use the CFA franc. 
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GUINEA-BISSAU 


PRESIDENT VIEIRA DISCUSSES POLICY DURING VISIT TO PORTUGAL 
Lisbon EXPRESSO in Portuguese 2 Jun 84 p 14 


[Interview with Brig Gen Joao Bernardo Vieira, president of the Council of 
the Revolution of the Republic of Guinea-Bissau, by Augusto de Carvalho, in 
Lisbon; date not given] 


[Text] "On this first official visit of mine to Portugal, I hope to confirm 
the concept I have always seen in the Portuguese people: profound friendship, 
humanism and complete openness to all countries in the world, especially the 
peoples in the former colonies. I think that my visit will strengthen our 
friendship. Even in his day, Amilcar Cabral never tired of saying that we 
can only gain from a democratic Portugal, in terms of the advance of our 
development, both cultural and economic and social." This statement was made 
by Joao Bernard Vieira (Nino), president of the Council of State of Guinea- 
Bissau, when he talked with the EXPRESSO reporter last week. 


Nino Vieira arrived in Lisbon, to which he is no stranger, on Monday. His 
children are studying in Portugal, and his mother is also vacationing in our 
country. But it is not only the president who is a great friend of Portugal 
in Guinea-Bissau. The people treat citizens of Portugal with special affec- 
tion, and our cooperation is of the best. We speak the same language, as 
Creole developed from the Portuguese, and we even have the same vices, al- 
though our personalities are different. 


The Language Question 


Precisely with regard to language, a trend, although minor, urging the use of 
Creole in the teaching of school subjects, can be detected in Guinea-Bissau. 
I asked Nino Vieira about this. 


"No. This is not possible. For one thing there is not even a grammar or a 
very good dictionary. In Guinea (Conakry) they tried teaching in the local 
language up to the fourth-class level, subsequently, on the secondary level, 
using French. The experiment did not yield good results and as a result they 
are planning to change their method. Our choice will be Portuguese." 


Portuguese Cooperative Workers 


A number of our compatriots are teaching Portuguese, although the system 
seems to us unprofitable. It is not that the teachers are failing to carry 
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out their duty. It is the system which in our view is wrong. It would be 
preferable, instead of sending teachers to instruct children or young people 
on the various secondary levels, to establish a school to train teachers of 
Portuguese. The multiplying effect is obvious. Fewer cooperative workers 
would be neeced, but they would be better paid and more carefully chosen and 
less money would be spent. On the other hand, better living conditions 
should be provided, since the current ones are rather inadequate. 


President Nino Vieira entirely agrees with this idea, and would like to see 
it put into practice. Let us recall in this connection that, when Luis 
Fontouta was secretary of state for cooperation, there was even talk of a 
home for Portuguese cooperative workers in Guinea-Bissau. This has indeed 
become necessary, since our compatriots are somewhat neglected, and they need 
local support. 


When, then, will there be a school in Bissau to train teachers of Portuguese, 
and a cooperative workers’ home? 


Fishing is another sector in which Portuguese cooperation is wanted and 
valued. It has already begun with Major Canto e Castro's GRUPESCA, which is 
a mixed company in which Guinea-Bissau participates, the special aspect being 
that the majority of the capital (65 percent) is Portuguese. Also, Soviets, 
Spaniards, Algerians and Chinese are working in the fishing sector. 


"We want to move ahead with the Portuguese," Secretary of State Luis de 
Oliveira Sanca told us. "However, the fact is that the minister of maritime 
affairs has not responded to our proposals. We have been promised that he 
will come here, and dates have even been discussed, but he has neither come 
nor responded. It is with the Portuguese that we have the best understand- 
ing." 


Our great ambassador in Guinea is the TAP [Portuguese Airlines], alorg with 
the cooperative workers, in addition to our official representation. The 
arrival of the plane twice a week provides an occasion which brings crowds of 
people to the airport to see who is arriving and who is departing. 


Definitive Structures 


Nino Vieira has come to Portugal after having institutionalized che state 
organs in Guinea-Bissau. There is the National Popular Assembly (ANP), whose 
members are elected by direct voting, with about one-third appointed, the 
Council of State, elected by the ANP, and Regional Councils. It was decided 
that the provisional period during which the Council of the Revolution 
existed had come to an end, and that it would be possible to give Guinea its 
definitive structures. But this was not done without some upsets. Prime 
Minister Vitor Saude Maria, whose post was eliminated, went so far as to seek 
refuge in the Portuguese embassy, an incident which is public knowledge. 

This was e difficult moment in the rciations between Lisbon and Bissau, 
although both the president of Guinea and Ambassador Meneses Cordeiro con- 
firmed to EXPRESSO that the steps in the procedure were carried out in 
accordance with mutual agreement. However--and Major Valentim Loureiro 
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played a major role here, as an intermediary in the negotiations concerning 
the former prime minister's departure from the embassy--relations deterior- 
ated in the end because the situation continued. Saude Maria is now at his 
home under house arrest awaiting the completion of the investigation. 


"Which will be made public," President Nino Vieira ass vcd us. 
The Saude Maria Case 
What, however, happened? 


It has been a long time now since the process of revising the Constitution 
was launched, with discussions on the mass organization level--a revision 
calling for the elimination of the post of prime minister. As an attack on 
Vitor Saude Maria? This does not seem to be the case, since the form 
minister would then occupy the post of vice-president of the Council 
State, and thus become the most important official after Nino Vieira. It 
should also be added thet the draft law published on 14 May (Saude Maria 
sought refuge in the embassy on 14 March) called or a single vice-presicent. 
Later, this woula be amended to two. 


In our view, what happened in Guinea in fact was an effort to reverse the 
normal process of drafting legislation, a reversal attempr:. through cloak- 
room maneuvers, with the group of politicians least committed to the party as 
the protagonists. However, in the end the PAIGC line emerged strengthened, 
and Vasco Cabral, the permanent secretary of the Central Committee, wno was 


also elected secretary of the Council of State, became prominent. Moreover, 
the Amilcar Cabrai African Youth (JAAC) played a dominant role in support o! 
President Nino Vieira throughout the process. It will produce some cadre 


who will certainly occupy outstanding posts in the state apparatus or in the 
list of government officials, as was the case with Bartolomeu Pereira, 

prestigious young economist, who is currently secretary of state for p 
ning, and Manuel Barcelos, director of the Vocational Training Institu 


It will be remembered that this Constitution was based on the first one, 
drafted back in the days of guerrilla warfare, and it foilows, in structure, 
the Cuban model. 


t us listen, then, to President Nino Vieira, who was quick to answer our 
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questions about the Saude Maria case, which he placed within 
constitutional reform. 


Although we have not reached the concrete outcome of what in fact the former 
prime minister wanted, we know that he tried to obtain a majority within the 
Central Cc ~—_ in favor of his designs, going outside the normal process 


~ 


"The Central Committee, meeting in regular session, ordered the Council of 
the Revolution to organize elections and prepare a constitutional draft, and 
a commission was appointed for the purpose. 








"The idea of creating a collegial body, that is to say the Council of State, 
then emerged. Meanwhile, one of the comrades on the commission whu disagreed with 
it reported to the prime minister." 


[Question] How did the idea of creating the Council of State come about? 


[Answer] It was I myself who instructed that a study be made of various 
constitutional texts, both those of neighboring countries, countries in 
Europe, and some on other continents: Portugal, the GDR, Cuba, etc. A 
Council of State was then proposed as the best solution. It would be a 
collegial government rather than a presidentialist one, based on direct 
universal suffrage. We believed that this would be best, so that the respon- 
sibilities of governing would be shared, rather than falling entirely upon a 
single individual. 


When he learned of this, the prime minister thought that the Council of State 
would take away all of his authority, which was inconsistent with the truth. 
He would still remain the second most important state official. Joao Cruz 
Pinto (minister of internal administration), the real instigator of all of 
this, had become convinced of the desirability of adopting a formula similar 
to that in Portugal in Guinea. There would be elections and the winner of 
the most votes would head the government. The president would have no 
authority. 


However, it is the single party which is in power here in Guinea. How could 
it be possible that, as the secretary general of the PAIGC, the organization 
which directs and guides the state, I could have no authority? 


On the other hand, the elimination of the post of prime minister would be 
adapted to what in reality happened. In fact, the majority of the ministers 
did not deal with Saude Maria, but came directly to me, because he had no 
power. This was the result of the organization of our state. Now we in- 
tended to create a first vice-president responsible for a given sector. And 
he would have that post. 


Perhaps Vitor Saude Maria did not fully understand what was going to happen 
and, for that reason, tried to line up members of the Central Committee in 
quite unorthodox fashion, in order to achieve his goal and destroy every- 
thing, all of the work already debated on the mass organization level. The 
problem, however, needed to be discussed on the level of the Central Commit- 
tee, the Council of the Revolution, etc., as well. Why did he begin to line 
up supporters rather than waiting? He could have disagreed openly within the 
government bodies themselves. I myself advised him of this, but he continued 
to seek individual support. The Council of the Revolution then met and I 
fully explained what he was doing. I wanted to dismiss him as prime minister 
that same day, but he presented so many excused that 1 yielded. 


Despite this, his wife began to engage in parallel activities, even going so 


far as to get in touch with individuals arrested on the occasion of 14 
November, as well as foreign embassies. 
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At the Embassy of the USSR 


[Question] It is said in Bissau that the wife of the former prime minister 
went to the embassy of the Soviet Union, saying that she was going to tele- 
phone to President Samora Machel to inform him of what was happening. 


[Answer] It was the former prime minister who told me this. 


His wife, Maria Augusta, was arrested as she left the Soviet embassy, and he 
then telephoned me in Catio, where I was engaged in electoral work. The 
conversation (it was recorded) went more or less as follows. "I do not 
understand. Maria Augusta has been arrested. She left the house because 
President Samora telephoned to learn what was going to happen to me." "What? 
But then is there no government here? President Samora could have telephoned 
to your house directly, or to me." 


[Question] Do you believe that President Samora Machel did that? 


[Answer] No. President Samora did not. He even has both our telephone 
numbers. 


However, Dona Maria Augusta later made a statement contrary to what her 
husband had said. She reported that she went to the embassy of the Soviet 
Union to discuss some problems having to do with the free currency shop. 


Shortly afterward, I was preparing to travel to the East, when someone, 
speaking on behalf of Saude Maria, came to tell me that the prime minister 
wanted to talk with me by telephone. I said this would be fine when I 
returned from the East. 


No Talk With the President 


The following day, Nino Vieira attended a meeting in Bafata, where he learned 
a surprising fact: the prime minister had sought refuge at the Portuguese 
embassy. At 5 in the morning he climbed the wall, even injuring himself 
slightly, waited until 7, knocked on the door and presented himself to the 
ambassador, asking for physical asylum. 


Meneses Cordeiro asked him if he honestly thought that his life was in 
danger. "Indeed it is," he answered. The Portuguese ambassador then took 
the necessary diplomatic steps, informing the government in Lisbon and Nino 
Vieira himself. 


On hearing this news, the president was speechless. He was unable to 
continue with his meeting. 


"T cannot explain why he sought asylum. This was the greatest betrayal of me 
personally possible. I had unlimited confidence in Vitor. Then why did he 
flee? Did he not know then that no one is killed in Guinea-Bissau? Didn't 
we allow Luis Cabral to leave? Others were arrested after him. None of 
their lives were endangered. We challenge any country to be more humane than 
we are." 
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Saude Maria is reported to have told President Vieira, when the whole thing 
began: "What I wanted to do was to warn people, so that what happened to 
Luis Cabral would not happen to me." 


The president told him: "But it has nothing to do with the situation of Luis 
Cabral. You will be the second most important official in this country, with 
specific duties." 


This is a part of the study we must summarize, for lack of space. It is a 
story involving the resignation of other members of the cabinet, including 
Cruz Tempo and Turpin. 


It is natural that Saude Maria panicked when he heard speeches on the radio 
accusing him of treason. But it is also true that his reputation on the 

party level was not so great. Nino Vieira himself went so far as to propose 
him to the Congress for the post of assistent secretary general of the rAIGC, 
but his nomination was rejected. "I did not consult anyone about appointing him 
prime minister, or there would have been objections." 


[Question] What about now? Will Vitor Saude Maria be tried? 


[Answer] We cannot say he will be tried, among other things because the 
investigation to establish the extent and the seriousness of the case is yet 
to be completed. 


A New Phase 


Guinea will enter into a new phase in its political and organizational life. 
The Constitution which was recently approved defines it as "a state of revo- 
lutionary national democracy, based on national unity and the effective 
participation of the people in the undertaking, control and direction of 
public activities, oriented toward the building of a society free of the 
exploitation of man by man." The government is decentralized, with eight 
regions, each with a council endowed with broad autonomy. The PAIGC emerged 
from all of these upsets strengthened, as the guilding political force of 
society and the state. It made a leap forward in its consolidation. Nino 
Vieira did too. Moreover, he is a charismatic leader. An effort to oust him 
would be a venture doomed to failure, revealing considerable stupidity. This 
was the view we heard not only from citizens of Guinea, but also the Portu- 
guese cooperative workers and foreigners and the widest variety of diplomatic 
circles. Like it or not, this is how things are. 
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GUINEA-BISSAU 


PRESIDENT VIEIRA FAVORS ESTABLISHMENT OF 'ESCUDO ZONE' 
Lisbon EXPRESSO in Portuguese 2 Jun 84 pp 1, 24 
[Article by Augusto de Carvalho] 


[Text] "With the entry of Guinea (Conakry) into the franc zone, Guinea- 
Bissau will remain landlocked between the country of the late Sekou-Toure and 
Senegal. This situation will be very difficult for us, unless Portugal 
understands how important the preservation of our cultural identity is for 
itelf and for our country," President Nino Vieira told EXPRESSO last week in 
Bissau. 


Anyone who stays for a few days in this part of Africa immediately sees the 
aggressive nature of the French influence in all sectors, with the French 
language extending its branching tentacles. It is also the French, through 
ELF [Gasoline and Lubricants Company of France]-Aquitaine, who have headed 
the prospecting for oil in the former Portuguese colony, with an investment 
of about $70 million already, with more than $1 million paid to the Guinean 
state. 


Oil is the great hope of Guinea-Bissau, but Nino Vieira refuses to discuss 
it, as if fearful that his words might bring bad luck. He does however dis- 
cuss relations with Portugal willingly. He hopes they will be profound and 
eternal, as do, moreover, all the Guinean leaders with whom we have talked. 
And he places great hope in his visit to our country, which will begin next 
Monday. 


Nino Vieira believes that it is absolutely necessary that the escudo have its 
own established zone, like what has occurred with the franc. Thus the 
Guinean peso would be convertible into our currency. This would give Guinea- 
Bissau breathing room, and would free it of some of the enticements of the 
French-speaking forces. 


This was a matter which was taken up during the official visit paid to Bissau 
by Ramalho Eanes, but it was then allowed to lapse. It will brought up again 
now, although with an awareness of the tremendous difficulties involved, in 
view of the economic and financial crisis Portugal is experiencing. 


Trilateral Agreement 


In this connection, and within the context of the crisis, Nino Vieira spoke 
of the importance of the tripartite cooperation agreement signed on 10 May by 
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the Republic of Guinea-Bissau, Portugal and the United States of America, 
which could cover this sector. 


The agreement signed in Bissau by Bartolomeu Pereira, on behalf of Guinea; 
Rosado de Sousa, on behalf of Portugal; and Charles Buchanan, on behalf of 
the United States, seeks to define "the basic principles for trilateral 
cooperation involving Guinea-Bissau, Portugal and the United States of 
America." 


The text provides that "an effort will be made to make harmonious use of the 
knowledge and technical capacity of Portugal resulting from its contact and 
historic relations with the realities of Africa, Guinea-Bissau in particular, 
together with the financial and technical resources of the United States 
which can be mobilized to aid development." It is further provided that "the 
Republic of Guinea-Bissau will supply the resources necessary for the local 
implementation of the instruments which will serve to establish the mecha- 
nisms for the functioning of trilateral cooperation." ( 


Moroever, "the three parties agree to develop, as soon as possible, a joint 
study for the creation of the tools to be used in the process of trilateral 
cooperation, through the suitable structures of the respective governments, 
particularly where the financial sector is concerned." 


There are those in Guinea-Bissau and in Portugal who believe that it will be 
possible for our country, making use of this aid arrangement, to provide 
coverage of the Guinean peso, with the establishment of an escudo zone. 
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GUINEA-BISSAU 


AGRICULTURAL CREDIT DISTRIBUTION SYSTEM TO VILLAGES CREATED 
Bissau NO PINTCHA in Portuguese 17 May 84 p 3 


[Excerpt] The Council of Ministers met in regular session last Friday under 
the chairmanship of Division Gen Joao Bernardo Vieira, the secretary 

general of the PAIGC [African Party for the Independence of Guinea Bissau 
and Cape Verde] and president of the revolutionary Council. Three important 
documents were debated and approved; namely, the proposal for the creation 
of a system for the distribution of agricultural credit to villages 
(SIDICATA), the proposal for the review of the railway fund and the proposal 
for the review of the tolls charged to vehicles traveling on the highway 
from Banbadinca to Jugudul. 


The first proposal, to institute with the BNG [National Bank of Guinea] 

this important development instrument in support of the rural populace, was 
presented by comrade Pedro Godinho Gomes, governor of the BNG. He explained 
in detail the philosophy and processing mechanism for the operations to 
grant credit and commercial and financial incentives for the development of 
agricultural production in the villages. He also explained the means for 
the provision of guarantees, for repayment and for the resolution and 
regulation of the flow of agricultural credit in the short and medium term 
with a view to meeting the fundamental objectives of the farmers and contri- 
buting to the development of the operational and socioeconomic organic 
conditions of the rural orkas. 


The document stipulates that all programs for agricultural credit to the 
villages must be presented to the BNG. Subsequently, they will be inte- 
grated into the SIDICATA and will come under its specific authority. This 
agency's date of entry into operation will be specified at a later date 
through a bulletin to be issued by the BNG. 


In order for the BNG to oversee the use of the agricultural credit requested 
in financing proposals, the merchants, warehouses of the Ministry of Rural 
Development and the villages belonging to SIDICATA must promptly provide 

to BNG officials the request for financing, the pertinent legal documents 
and files, and must provide the BNG with all the documentation necessary 

for that supervision. 


The members of the National Credit Commission are nominated for a 2-year, 
renewable term of service and are approved by the joint decision of the 
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ministers of rural development, internal administration, public functions 
and labor, trade and crafts and the governor of the BNG, with ratification 
by the Council of Ministers. 


The members of the National Commission will be chosen from among recognized 
experts in economics, finance, trade, law and administration and agri- 
culture in the ministries, and they will be individuals with good moral 
reputations. 


In order to better coordinate work at the regional level, it was also 
decided to create a regional credit commission whose members are also 
nominated for renewable, 2-year terms and who are approved by joint decision 
of the Ministries of Rural Development, Internal Administration, Public 
Functions and Labor, Trade and Crafts and the governor of the BNG. 


The National Bank of Guinea, through an internal document, will set forth 
the credit conditions for the loan indicators and, within SIDICATA, it will 
carry out all operations with the villages, always by means of legally 
admitted merchants and the regional services of the Ministry of Rural 
Development, in accordance with legally stipulated mechanisms. It will 
centralize and analyze all credit requests and investigate the efficiency 
of the projects and programs to be financed through SIDICATA operations. 


In the implication of credit operations for marketing agricultural products 
in SIDICATA, the BNG will act in accordance with the domestic and foreign 
trade policy articulated by the Ministry of Trade and Crafts with a view 

to promoting the development and restructuring of that sector, which is 
incispensable for rural development. 


, 
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GUINEA-BISSAU 


BRIEFS 


PORTUGUESE INDUSTRY DELEGATION--A mission from the Ministry of Industry of 
Portugal has been in Bisaau since last week. This group's visit to this 
country was arranged under an additional protocol signed between the 
Ministry of Energy and Industry of Guinea-Bissau and the Ministry of 
Industry of Portugal. The team is composed of engineer Afonso Gomes, an 
adviser in the ministry of industry and Barata Preto, an economist from the 
same governmental department. During their stay in our country, the mission 
will discuss matters relaced to the restructuring of the Ministry of Energy 
and Industry, the training of technicians and some investment proposals. 

The projects to be proposed by the Portuguese mission are: a glass factory, 
leather goods, sandals, cases and luggage, dough for consumption and dyes. 
The projects are included in the first Quadrennial Plan for Economic and 
Financial Development. [Excerpt] [Bissau NO PINTCHA in Portuguese 17 May 
84 p 3] 12351 


SWEDISH INDUSTRIAL COOPERATION--A Swedish government delegation was in 
Bissau from 7 to 16 May for the annual meetings on industrial cooperation. 
According to a communique from the Secretariat of State for Planning and 
International Cooperation, the Swedish delegation had working meetings with 
the Ministries of Energy and Industry, Trade and Crafts and with the 
Secretariat of State for Planning and International Cooperation. During 
the meetings, the objectives set forth in the first Quadrennial Plan were 
strengthened once again. They envisaged the utilization and consolidation 
of existing industrial investments, while limiting new investment. The 
Swedish contribution to the industrial sector for 1984 and 1985 was also 
determined; it will be 21 million and 19 million Swedish kronor, respec- 
tively. According to the same source, the discussions led to the signing 
of a report, the government of Guinea-Bissau having been represented by 
comrade Bartolomeu Pereira, the secretary of state for planning and inter- 
national cooperation and the Swedish government having been represented by 
Lars Tengroth, the official responsible for business matters in Guinea- 
Bissau. The delegation also included Kaj Rogeman, from the industrial 
division of SIDA [Swedish International Development Agency], Jan Franzen, 
an SIDA adviser and Sven Svesson, first secretary of the Swedish embassy in 
Guinea-Bissau. According to the itinerary, he traveled to the interior of 
the country, where he checked on the progress of SIDA-financed projects. 
[Text] [Bissau NO PINTCHA in Portuguese 19 May 84 p 2] 12351 
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‘MOZAMBIQUE 





MACHEL FACFS REALITY OF FAMINE, OTHER CRISES 
Lisbon PIARIO DF NOTICIAS in Portuguese 4 Jun 84 p 7 


[Fxcerpts] Reports from the People's Republic of Mozambique have been making 
note of the increasing buildup of economic problems with which the Indian Ocean 
former colony has been grappling. 


unger is a reality in Mozambique, a reality which the “Nozambican authorities 
themselves do not even pretend to dodge and which is the result of a whole series 
of factors. 


The fact is that Mozambique has seen its countryside covered with unproductive 
erassland; it has seen its herd decimated--and the marketing channels in the 
urban centers have been disrupted. The people have nothing to eat. 


At the same time that all this has been occurring, the self-styled armed "resistance" 
has naturally been gaining pround,. 


Hunger, it is common knowledge, is a bad counselor. It is easy for the enemy of 
any government to use this weapon, to lay the blame for it, rightly or wrongly, 
on that government. As the movement has gradually been installing itself in 

the land, it has become increasingly easy for it, through surprise attacks and 
destabilizing action, to disrupt the supply system even further and to impede 
the circulation of products among the different zones of the country. 


FRELIMO--which is in power today but which was once, and for 10 years, a guerrilla 
force--well knows how difficult, if not impossible, it is for a regular army 

to control and nullify the erosion caused by the systematic action of small scat- 
tered groups, which a puerrilla war permits and which the people--out of sympathy 
or fear--protect. 


The rea] progress of this self-stvled "resistance" is showm in a recent report 
that has come to light regarding the abduction of citizens residing in Natola. 
This is a satellite city of the capital, barelv a dozen kilometers from it. 


Practically speaking, it should be recognized that the resistance is already 
mingled in with the population of ‘Maputo itself, psycholopically inciting dis- 
content and instilling the philosophy that "whatever comes will certainly be 
no worse than what we have now, and it might be better." 
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Amid all this domestic tension, Savora ‘achel's position is neither easv nor 
secure. !!is only great trump card is still his real personal mapinetisn and the 
near idolatry with which the popular masses continue to look upon him. Put could 
this be coming to an enc, not, today? 


It is certein that Machel wagered strongly on the aid of South Africa--only the 
“Mozambican president may not he reckoning on Pretoria's “achievellian game. 


Actually, between going openly to the aic of the “arxist rerime, even sending 
tpoops to maintain a ‘larxist neirhbor in power, or allowing, it to fall and to 

rive wav to a new government based on this "resistance," which is by nature pro- 
Western and which South Africa itself has been secretly aiding and abetting, since 
the very beginning, the choice does not seem very difficult for the oer republic. 


Cn the other hand, regarding his own political apparatus, “‘achel cannot under- 
estimate the radical wing of his party, which is fiercely anti-Pretoria and firmly 
pro=Soviet and which obviously las not looked favorably on the spectacular about- 
face which the president has wanted to execute in his foreign policy. 


In the coming nonths, if not even the covinr weeks, much vill certainly be decided 
in that highly sensitive zone of southern Africa. They will serve to ciemonstrate 
that, contrary to what many believe, the Inconati accord was not cuite the “Oper, 
Sesame" by which Mozambicans anc South Africans vwoula suddenly pass, arm in arm, 
through the gates of Fden--above all, by which Samora ‘'achel vould pass througi 
them. 


6362 
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MOZAMBIQUE 


SECURITY SITUATION DEPLORED SINCE ACCORD WITH SOUTH AFRICA 
Lisbon O DIABO in Portuguese 22 May 84 p 28 


[Text] The pact of non-aggression along the banks of the Incomati signed 
over two months ago by Mozambique and the Republic of South Africa continues 
to prove itself ineffective in assuring the internal security of the two 
countries. In contrast, it offers new prospects for the development of the 
situation in southern Africa. Up to now, its main consequence has been a 
denial that acturties of Mozambican rebels grouped under RENAMO or the 
Mozambican National Resistance and its president, Afonso Dhlakama, are 
supported by Pretoria. 


This is the natural conclusion of the communique circulated by PENAMO last 
week denying with unusual vehemence the report by the South African Foreign 
Affairs Ministry--and attributed to the minister himself, Roelof Botha-- 
stating that the Mozambican nationalist movement and the terrorist organiza- 
tion, ANC (National African Congress), had an agreement to continue sabotag- 
ing the lines conducting the power supplied by the Kahova Bassa dam. In 

the communique, RENAMO vehemently denies this report and makes it clear that 
it has never needed and will never need assistance in conducting its 
victorious struggle against FRELIMO's Marxist-Leninist dictatorship. 


The communique issued by the Mozambican National Resistance--which points 
out that it has always condemned the system of apartheid--goes on to provide 
further information about cooperative arrangements between Maputo and 
Pretoria under the Incomati Agreement: 


"The Kahova Bassa Agreement also provides for protection of the power lines 
and there are 5,000 soldiers detached for this purpose, with all the logis- 
tical support of the Republic of South Africa. 


"This obvious intervention by South Africa in the internal affairs of 
Mozambique is denounced by our organization, which once again declares that 
the Kahova Bassa Agreement will not be effective until RENAMO is one of the 
parties to it. What the Minister of Foreign Affairs 'Pik' Botha failed to 
mention in his accusation of a supposed military agreement between RENAMO 
and the ANC is that this lie is designed to prepare public opinion to 
justify joint South African and FRELIMO military operations against RENAMO, 
so that they can maintain the current anti-democratic and dictatorial 





FRELIMO regime in power. Moreover, these operations are about to start, 
because South Africa has already sent 20 military advisors to defend Maputo, 
the capital, which is being pressed on all sides by RENAMO, and further 
South African intervention can be expected." 


While awaiting confirmation of the predictions of the Mozambican National 
Resistance, what is absolutely certain is that the guerrillas' circle around 
Maputo is tightening. A convoy of goods coming from Swaziland was attacked 
by rebels in Goba, and another of passengers was detained in Boane, 30 
kilometers from the center of the Mozambican capital. All the roads around 
the capital are now extremely dangerous. 


The atmosphere in Maputo, where black-outs and interruptions in the water 
supply continue to cccur, is increasingly tense, particularly since the 
recent rally organized by Samora Machel. At this event, the Mozambican 
dictator again announced a mobilization of the civilian militia, and 
publicly criticized in harsh terms two of his closest collaborators who were 
also present, Interior Minister Armando Guebuza and Minister of Security 
Mariano Matsinhe. Moreover, in the city of Beira, FRELIMO's "number two" 
spot, Marcelino dos Santos announced that spare workers would be mobilized 
"in our struggle against the enemies of the people.” 


From the standpoint of internal security, the Incomati Agreement seems just 
as ineffective for the South Africans. An oil refinery in the port of 
Durban was attacked by terrorist "commandos" who hit it with artillery fire 
and set fire to part of it. bad 
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MOZAMBIQUE 


SOUTH AFRICAN MILITARY AID REQUESTED TO HELP COMBAT MNR 
Lisbon O DIA in Portuguese 22 May 84 p 6 


[Text] Mozambique asked South Africa for troops to defend Maputo against 
increasing guerrilla attacks, according to the statement by the secretary 
general of the Mozambican National Resistance Movement (MNR) in an inter- 
view published by the DAILY TELEGRAPH. 


Evo Fernandes, head of the MNR, told the correspondant of the British news- 
paper in Lisbon that 20 South African military advisors have been in Maputo 
since last 10 May. 


"Machel requested urgent reinforcements to defend Maputo and we believe that 
South Africa intends to send the Portuguese-speaking 33rd Battalion and the 
Bufalo Battalion, in Angola, to Mozambique," he added. 


Evo Fernandes disclosed that "the guerrillas are only 25 kilometers from 
the center of Maputo, which has been without water and electricity from 
time to time. Railway lines have been cut and it is dangerous for people 
to move around because of our attacks." 


According to the MNR leader, South African helicopters are providing fresh 
supplies of munitions and food to the 5,000 Mozambican soldiers who are 
stationed near the Cabora Bassa hydro-electric dam to prevent any sabotage 
attempts. 


9805 
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MILITARY AID FOR FPLN COULD MEAN END OF MNR SUCCESSES 


~ 


Lisbon © DIA in Portuguese 6 Jun °4 p 6 


fheport by Paulo Sarbosa! 


[Text] llarare--In view of the latest chanres in the political picture in southern 
Africa, namely following the Nkorati Accor: signed between “Mozambique and South 
Africa, it is more difficult to precict how the situation will develop and to 
what extent the accord will brine stability to “lozanbican territory. Actually, 
the anxiety has heen mounting recently in both parties to the conflict in “o7zan- 
bique, since they are well aware that the next few months will be decisive for 
the victory or defeat of either side. 


In the minds of many observers, South Africa is still the big unknown, and it 
will have the final say in the ultimate result of the conflict between PRTTLIENO 
and the “M0. 


On one hand, the lesistance, which until 16 “arch received a certain anount of 
support from South Africa, now fears that South African forces will soon come 

in on the side of the “aputo armv, which is certainly not in its interest and 

for which it is already on the alert; FRPLINO sees the rebels as a terrible and 
ever frowing threat, although its propaganda declared very recently that "the 
rebels are nothing more than a decadent and disorsanized gane, now that the unmbili- 
cal cord with South Afriea has been cut." 


Despite everything, we will trv to analvze the possible short-range auevelopment 

of events in “Mozambique. The big question is, we repeat, what South Africa 

plans to do, depending on how much trust it has in Samora “Machel. The big, cer- 
tainty: Nkomati was a triumph of diplomacy in the first weeks; now it is important 
to see whether it will function effectively in practice or if it turns out to 

be as meaningless as the Canp lavid Accords between Tsrael and Mgyvpt. ‘Whe decisive 
factor in all this continues to be the will of the “ozambicans--12 iiillion of 

them. Camp David failed because the Palestinians were excluded, forrsotten in 

the entire process. 


“NR Survival 


Tt 1s common knowledge that fro: 1980 (the year of Zimbabwe's independence) until 
nn amr 


16 “iarch 1°C°4, the Ih always relied on regular support from Souti: Africa, particu- 
larly arms support. l’ntil “arch, there were alse training, carps in the eastern 
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rausvaal, near Phalaborwa. Pretoria authorities sav, hovevar, that the actual 
munber of ‘'h soldiers who have passed throug}: South ‘frican tralniliug, canps 1s 
much lower than indicated by Mozanbiaque for propaganda purposes; it aiounts to 
a Tew hundred and net the several thousand alleged by “lapute. 


jase vas in the Serra de Corongosa. Tocay the ieverenut is spread 

out over the country's LO provinces and has an extensive netror: of vrovinclal, 
replonal, sectoral and temporary bases where the new combatants are trained, 
rateriel is received and maintained and various productive activities are conducted. 
Peutpped with a moder. radio communications system, provided in the be;,iunine 

Ly the “hodesians and later augmented with new material from South Africa and 

a ‘eastern Turopean country (in addition to equipment captured from the VAULINC 
troops), the organization ranares to maintain geod mobility and monitors ost 

Oi fhe roverents or the Maputo army. 


The tulhk of the 'P?T-eabout 15,0CC mene--never left Nozambicues; li the besinning, 
. 


reing, war materiel, the rebels constantly reiterate that 60 to 7U percent 

oF it cane from captured FPuUrLINC soldiers. Until the accord was sipned wit: 

to, South Africa was one of the suppliers of the rest, through regular par 
Clute drops to various "D7's," (dropping zones) throuyhout Mozambique. Contrary 
tc renorts ir. the “ozarbican and other newspapers, ulzost all the nateriel was 


Sovietenanutactured and not Vestern. ow was it acquire’? Tt is recorded that 
huge quantities of arms were captured in southern Angola from the “PLA and SLAPO 


loa 


forees i: various operations launched by the South Africans. On the other hand, 
there are prowines ruvors of increasins secret trace between the "apartheid" regine 
and Tastern bloc countries. States like bulvaria need South Atrican pold to 
maintain their balance of payments with the Nest, and the South “fricaius needed 
materiel that could not Le distinguisned from that used by PRTLT O and the “PLA, 
to supply the respective opposition movenents. 

The *™T nabes a point of noting that only Ak-47's (Valas!mitovs) and !'iG=-7's 
Crecket launchers) came from abroad, along with the respective armunition. All 
the rest of the .aterial, includiur the lLeavy armament, was captured from the 
covernument troops. Thus the "07! has uo major probler with var matericl and is 
continuliy to tight. Regarding information and propapanda, its transnitter, 
"Voz da RN," which was silenced on 16 “‘arch, is bach ow the air. ‘The origin 
of the broaccasts is still] unknown. They could be coming from ‘falawl, Swaziland 
Or evm puerrille-controlled “lozambican territory. 


South African Tutervention 


(ith a nore favorable military position than ever, wiat does the MNR fear? “icec 
ln the bepinnin;, by Ian Smith's Bhodesians and later by the Pretoria repimes tie 
“TT now fears that the South Africans--the sane South Africans who provided equin-= 
rent, training aml other assistance=--lave viow decided to aid “achel, siuce he 
apparently las manayed to maintain control over FRFLINO. According to the rebels, 
iz: addition to economic aid, “flachel has already asked the South Africanus for 

; ilitary aid. Any real economic intervention by South Africa will come aftervard, 
once the primary issue, that of securitv, is taken care of, 


aoe the capital surrounded and the threat that the situation coule pre- 
cipitate a coup (either by the more pro-Soviet leftists or the nore roderete 


50 








Wing which advocates an understanding with the guerrilla movernent), Sanora “'achel 
has succeeded in cutting off aid from J’retoria to the ‘i! guerrillas and will 
now attempt to go further, seeking direct military intervention bv South Africa. 
Such intervention (abhorrent vesterdav but necessary today), side by side with 
the “aputo army, would be the last resort which could assure the defense of the 
capital and the survival of tlhe repime. 


Mozambique is declaring: It is not enourh for South Africa to sav it has broken 
its ties with the *°%™; it must vork with “Mozambique to demobilize and disarm 
the rebels. 

Tr, recent cays, °°“! sources have stressed the possibility of such South African 
intervention. In the understanding of international observers, this would he 

a harsh setback to the prorress achieved so far by Afonso "lakhana's rovement. 
South African Toreign Affairs “‘inister Pik Botha is alreadv preparing public 
opinion in his country for such an eventuality; several times in recent weeks 

he has sought to link the ‘“".h and the ANC, accusing them of heing in collaboration! 


111 the South Africans risk a new demonstration of demoralization amd! Inmiliation, 


and allow its armed torces to fight against an anti-“arxist s,roup that, only 
a short time ago, it was equipping and training? 


CSOs 3442 /400 
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ChEerT TL LAS strep Ur ACTIVITITS TT. CABG PriLGApo 
hisson © LALO in Portuguese 5 Jun &4& p 21 
iLaxctusive report by Tilipe Oliveira, of 9 DIARO} 


(Text! Johannesburg, June--“eports received from “iozanbique inform us that the 
puerrilla actions of the RFVANO [°° = Mozambican “ational “esistance| are closing 
in on the capital. The power and water supplies are constantly Cisruptedc. The 
rail line to the west (South Africa and Swaziland) has heen anbushed anda cut 
several tines. A major road that leads from Maputo tote nortli of the country, 
National Uigiiway fo 1, is cut off between Miaputo amd “larraquene, scareely ore 

han a dozen miles from the capital. Several vehicles were ambushed and burned 
when they attempted to takethat route last week. 


The rpuerrillas wre lheeping up their activities in the rest of the country as 

well; it is noted that a battle tront ius been opened in Cabo Nelrado Province, 
specifically in the region of the “acondes, who heve lonp teen vowertul and 
declared enemies of FRILIVO and have now joined the battle to overthrow the ‘achel 
refine, “here are reports of sabotage and other actions in the northeastern 


zone of the province, near Tanzania, and also souti: ot Pemba (formerly Vorto 


Awelio), where a convoy of nine rilitarv vehicles, traveling fror. “anpula, was 
ambushed and burned. 


Tr a telephone call to ‘‘dabane, we snoke with Conmancder Setas “bira, spokesman 
for the “ST general staff, who reported that the rebels had hilled 467 FELT NO 
solilers during Mav; the fuerrillas lost 41 nen curing the sane period. The 
‘uerrillas alse destroved 5 armored cars, 34 transport velbicles and 6 trains, 
-tpe® quantities of arms, aryunition and logistical riateriel--totaling almost 

> tons--vere captured during this period, notably six antiaircraft batteries, 
tro 7%=rm cannons and one Bell cannon. The movement's material reserves, we 
(ere tola, lave now reached record levels, and it has been decided to train 5,000 
-ore prnerrillas immediately, to add to the 17,000 wen already available to the 


aes 
1.0 e 


~oreover the ranks of the suerrillas iiovement have been filled out with the arrival 
©. ore government deserters, who have been disillusioned by the conditions imposed 
On then and :elt betrayed when the signing of the Incoruti Accora did not briny; 

ci: oma to their troubles as they had hoped. 
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The Polk warns onec araln that its strugple nas developed to the extent that tore 
cooperants and worters “should not fo outside the perimeters of the cities" ain! 
that even the cities should not be considered secure. foreigners are acviseu 

to leave tlhe country before the end of the strurple, the complete overthrow 

of FREILINO and the stabilization of ozambique, the sane source adda. 


Later information trom Co:mander Setas Mbira added that more support towers for 
the Cahora ‘assa pover lines have been destroyed by the guerrillas. The action 
occurred on the nipht of 30-31 “lay, in northern Gaza Province and central “anice 
Province. <Accordlij; to Portuguese Prime ‘‘inister “‘iario Soares, repairs had just 
been completed on & of these poles and 22 more of then remained to be recovered, 
This new action brinj;s to 31 the number of utility poles sabotaged on the Calera 
Rassa power Lines to Sout! Africa, and this will further delay the restoration 
of service, which is not exnected to occur as lone as “ozambique reiting Ln 
state of civil war. 


A269 
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MOZAMBIQUE 


MUEDA PLATEAU AGRICULTURAL DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS UNDER WAY 
Maputo NOTICIAS in Portuguese 21 May 84 p 1 


[Text] A sunflower oil factory, with an annual production 
capacity of 50,000 liters, will begin operations around 
July or August in Mueda Plateau, where the FO-9 project 

is under way. The machinery, which is still in Pemba, 
will be set up shortly. A brick and tile factory is 

also planned for this region, and seeds for grains and 
vegetables will be planted within the 1984-86 period. 


Project FO-9 in Cabo Delgado on the Mueda Plateau is designed to support 
the cooperative sector and socialization of the rural sector, help create 
an economic base in communal villages, and reforest the high plains. 
Swiss experts are participating in this project, and Mozambique has 
received initial financing of more than $1 million from that country. 


According to information gathered by NOTICIAS from the project's technical 
coordinator, Max Honegger, and confirmed by the Bravia Forestry and Fauna 
Directorate, the equipment to be installed in the sunflower oil plant, which 
will begin operations in July or August, is already in Pemba, the capital 

of Cabo Delgado. This factory, extremely important to the region, will 
have an annual production capacity of 50,000 liters of sunflower oil. 


The third stage of the three-year, 1984-86 project, financed by the Swiss 
Government to the tune of over $1 million, is already being implemented. 
Various programs are planned for the Mueda Plateau, including the production 
of tiles and bricks, the introduction of grain and vegetable seeds, and 

the planting of a variety of fruit trees. 


According to the project's technical coordinator, the Mueda Plateau has a 
concentration of clay, which can be used to produce bricks and tiles. 
Moreover, Project FO-9 will also support the ceramic cooperatives in the 
region. 


Another program designed under the project involves planting grain and 
vegetable seeds, as part of an operation to enhance and improve the food 
supply in the region. Together with the neighboring areas, they are also 
planning to work to improve farming techniques for vegetable growing. 
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Characteristics of the Project 


From March to December 1981, a historical, sociological, anthropological and 
physical study was made to determine how this project, begun in 1982, could 
be implemented. For historical and climatic reasons, the plateau is the 
most populated area, with more than 100,000 persons living in an area of 
1,700 square kilometers. The low plains consist of 24,300 square kilometers 
with a population of 44,000. 


Maize, beans, mapira, sweet potato, manioc, peanuts, sesame, cotton, sun- 
flowers, and a variety of fruits can all be grown on the high plains. 


According to the project's technical coordinator, there is also a plan to 
move people to the low plains, where mapira, sunflowers, sugar cane and 
manioc can be profitably grown, and animals such as hogs, goats, rabbits 
and poultry can be raised. 


Rerorestation 


In referring to reforestation, Max Honegger said that Project FO-9 in the 
Mueda Plateau is designed to stabilize the population density of the region, 
diversify the economy, improve farming methods, support the cooperative 
sector and optimize production in the area. 


As for the programs for the 1984-86 period, he also pointed out projects 
in the forestry sector involving the planting of trees that will improve 
the soil and the agricultural potential of the region. 


Ongoing reforestation projects provide the best solution for preventing 
depletion of the vegetation. 


A whole variety of trees have been planted or are scheduled to be planted, 
including eucalyptus, pines, "ntama’’ red acacias (a tree with excellent 
wood), leucaena and fruit trees. 


Participating in Project FO-9 are five Swiss experts, twelve Mozambican 
technicians (of varying levels), and about 250 workers. The Swiss team 
has 3,000,000 escudos a year to purchase production materials which are 
sold to farmers in the region. 
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MOZAMB IQUE 


BRIEFS 


RECONSTRUCTION OF UMBELUZI--Yesterday morning 1,324,000 meticals was pre- 
sented to the government of Maputo Province by an international consortium 
made up of the following firms: Coyne et Bellier from France; Enge-Rio 

from Brazil; OMAN from Portugal; and, the Strade Coop Mozambico company from 
Italy. The money is to support work on rebuilding the areas affected by 

the floods in Umbeluzi and to purchase equipment for that work. The Party's 
provincial first secretary and governor of Maputo, Jose Molane, presided 
over the ceremony. Representing the firms was the director of the project, 
Engineer Maciel de Freitas, who was accompanied by Amanes Tamai, a 
construction engineer, and Alvaro de Freitas. [Excerpt] [Naputo NOTICIAS 
in Portuguese 23 May 84 p 8] 9805 


NEW FISHING BOATS--Five fishing boats built in the NAVIPESCA shipyards in 
Pemba were delivered to four private fishermen and the state enterprise 
PESCOM a week ago at a ceremony conducted by Lieutenant-General Alberto 
Chipande, a member of the FRELIMO party's Politburo and director of the 
Province of Cabo Delgado. The ceremony took place at the same time as 
awards were presented to sectors distinguished at the exposition of socio- 
economic activities in Cabo Delgado, celebrating the first of May, the 
International Day of the Workers. Attending the ceremony were State Fish- 
eries Secretary Tenreiro de Almeida, who is responsible for fishing equip- 
ment for the state and enterprises, and workers from socio-economic units 
located in the lower part of the city of Pemab. These five boats are the 
first to be produced by Pemba's NAVIPESCA shipyard, which was established in 
accordance with the Economic and Social Directives of the Third Congress, to 
improve material conditions for fishermen so that they could increase 

their catch. The boats have a three and one-half ton load capacity, and 
measure seven and a half meters in length. They are built of wood, which 

is very important for the rocky Cabo Delgado coast. In building NAVIPESCA 
shipyard in Pemba, according to a note read on the occasion, various diffi- 
culties were encountered, including a shortage of wood, cement and fuel for 
the trucks involved in transporting materials. Last Saturday, Pemba's 
NAVIPESCA shipyard workers announced to the leader of Cabo Delgado Province 
their decision to exceed the goal set for this year by producing 15 boats 
instead of the 10 indicated in the plan. [Excerpts] [Maputo NOTICIAS in 
Portuguese 21 May 84 p 8] 9805 





BLS SEREPRIVE PANTUCUTS Fe-Tn Telerratis to Mario Soares and Tito de “orais, 
the Vezanbican Uattonel Pesistanee has denied responsibility in the wurder o: 
Porturgmese ecitiven Sebastiao Feria, who vas recently hidnapeet in “Nozanlicgue, 
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NAMIBIA 


OPINION FORMING ON BENEVOLENT BLACK GOVERNMENT DECRIED 
Windhoek DIE SUIDWESTER in Afrikaans 13 Apr 84 p 4 
[Editorial: "Misinformation About the South-West" ] 


[Text] Inhabitants of the Republic of South Africa are not only ignorant of 
the actual situation in the South-West, but also uninformed and in certain 
instances even misinformed. 


This is the reason why some political parties and organizations, which have no 
actual support or influence in the South-West, are now trying to exploit the 
situation for petty advantage and in the process they are succeeding only in 
dividing and confusing the whites of the South-West. 


It is therefore a good thing that the National Party of the South-West this 
week referred to this lack of information in a special statement and addressed 
a warning to certain groups not to come to the South-West to sow discord and 
confusion. 


Despite the responsibility of South Africa towards South-West Africa the whites 
of the South-West are ultimately on their own. There are enough indications 
for deducing that the government of South Africa could be willing to accept a 
benevolent black government for this country and perhaps is not ready to give 
any guarantees to minority groups. 


It has become clear from certain reports and statements made by knowledgeable 
people that the voters of the republic are already being prepared for this 
through an orchestrated tirade against the so-called stubborn and obstinate 
whites of the South-West initiated in the media. 


That is the reason why we are saying that the inhabitants of the republic are 
not only ignorant, but even misinformed. There are good reasons to believe 
that they are purposely being misinformed about the true objectives and 
attitudes of the National Party of the South-West with the aim of creating a 
certain political climate in the republic in the event that decisions will have 
to be made which could perhaps be “unpopular.” 


There are also certain people in the republic who are incapable of achieving 


anything in the political field and exploit the situation in the South-West for 
the purpose of trying to gain prestige. 
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We can manage well in the South-West without this sort of actions and there are 
more than enough going on in the republic for these people to object and 
protest to their heart's content. The National Party of South-West Africa will 
decide for itself when and if the time is appropriate for protest gatherings. 
There is also an adequate opportunity for the Nationals to present their case 
on this matter in congressional and.committee meetings and it is unnecessary 
for them to associate themselves with this sort of protest. 


We can also certainly do without the misinformation and orchestration against 
the South-West. We have moie than enough of our own problems without these 
having to be aggravated by such cynical politicizing. 


Moreover, the people of South Africa must also begin to realize that the 


struggle for the continued existence of the whites here in the South-West will 
be either won or lost. Our future is also their future. 
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SOMALIA 


PRESIDENT BARRE VOICES NEED FOR ARAB AID 
Paris AL-MUST..YJBAL in Arabic No 378, 19 May 84 p 46 


{Interview with Somali President Mohamed Siad Barre by Mustafa al-Jundi; 
"President Siad Barre to AL-MUSTAQBAL: We Want Arabs to Aid Us With Money 
and Weapons Because We Are Dfending Both Somalia and Gulf"'] 


[Text] Mogadishu--''Because Somalia is an Arab land, we wish to see the Arab 
investors come to us so that we may exploit our country's resources together. 
We will set aside for them vast areas of land to exploit and to take out their 
crops without controls or restrictions.” 


A short time ago, Somalia celebrated the !5th anniversary of its revolution 
which brought Mohamed Siad Barre to power. But at present, Somalia is facing 
other crises connected with its economic situation, with its dispute with 
Ethiopia and with the international struggle for the Horn of Africa. This 
country's strategic position has imposed on it a role that is perhaps bigger 
than its capabilities and than the ambitious engulfing it. This is why 
Somalia's president has taken this opportunity to talk to AL-MUSTAQBAL and 

to the Arab and foreign media about his foreign and domestic concerns, both 
political and economic. 


[Question] What is Somalia's position in the ongoing war with Ethiopia? 


[Answer] Ethiopia continues to receive all kinds of sophisticated weapons 
from the Soviet Union, including tanks, missiles, heavy artillery and the 
latest bombers. They are fighting us with these weapons and attacking our 
villages that are adjacent to their borders, killing our women and children 
in playgrounds and in schools. Ethiopia's forces are still occupying a part 
of Somalia's territories. I have repeatedly expressed Somalia's readiness 
to put an end to this war and I have even said that I am prepared to meet 
with Ethiopia's rulers at any time and in any place. Through AL-MUSTAQBAL, 
I am renewing the call to end the war by my welcoming any Arab or non-Arab 
mediation to end the differences between us and Ethiopia. However, I do not 
believe that the Ethiopian rulers are enthusiastic for my call. They are 
perhaps unable [to respond enthusiastically] because of the pressures of the 
Soviet Union, which is interested in prolonging the war as much as possible. 
In its war with Ethiopia, Somalia stands in the front line of defense of the 
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Gulf's security and stability. I expect a large-scale Ethiopian offensive 

at any moment and this doubles our need to enlighten public opinion on 
Somalia's role so that it may help Somalia acquire the means and instruments 
to defend its territories and, consequently, the arab world from the dangerous 
communist invasion. 


We do not want to be helped with men but rather with weapons because the 
balance of military forces is in favor of Ethiopia as a result of the Soviet 
military generosity toward it. The previous battles that have taken place 
between us have proven our ability to defend and stand fast, thanks to the 
high morals with which the Somalia army is armed. This army lacks nothing 
other than modern weapons with which to repel the repeated attacks. We are 
not warmongers but advocates of peace--an honorable peace founded on justice 
and not a peace at the expense of Somalia's security, freedom and independence 
and at the expense of the dignity of its territories and people. We do not 
want Ethiopian territory but demand the right of the Ogaden's people to 
self-determination. 


[Question] There are some news reports to the effect that some of the battles 
that have taken place were not fought by Ethiopian forces but by internal 
forces opposed to the regime in Somalia. What is your response to this? 


[Answer] We have all the proof that the raids which took place recently were 
made by the Ethiopian army. The opposition about which some talk is non- 
existent. What has happened is that some Somalia politicians who have fled to 
Ethiopia and have used it as a center for spreading rumors against Somalia 

are the ones who disseminate such reports. Many of these politicians have 
returned to Somalia, apologizing and asking for forgiveness and pardon. They 
include, for example, a man whom you have personally met. I mean the former 
governor of the city of Mogadishu who joined the opposition and then returned. 
We accepted his opposition and then accepted his return. There are many like 
him and we want them to return and participate because the fundamental issues 
of the country and the people are more important than the regime. Somalia's 
future is above any individual consideration. This does not mean that we do 
not condone legitimate opposition that considers Somalia's interest as a 
basis. But we do not condone the [externally] supported opposition which is 
moved by the enemy inside and abroad and which uses enemy territory as a 

base from which to launch its acts of sabotage. 


Our enemies are two: those who put obstacles in the face of Somalia's develop- 
ment and progress and those who want us to be defeated in our war with our 
enemies. 


[Question] Insofar as the economic situation is concerned, what are the 
difficulties you are facing and the projects into which you plan to bring 
others as partners? 


[Answer] Somalia's current concerns are economic concerns. Somalia is aware 


of its vast economic resources which, if exploited soundly, can transform 
the country into a first-class agricultural country. If it exploits its vast 
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natural resources, Somalia can help the Arabs secure food and achieve self- 
sufficiency. I believe that the Arabs should devote more attention and 
consideration to this issue. Somalia extends over a distance of 3,300 kilo- 
meters from the Red Sea to the Indian Ocean. Thus, it has the longest coast- 
line in Africa. This coastline is rich with its enormous fish resources which 
have been proven by studies to exist in large quantities. There is also the 
most important project we will try to implement, namely the Bardera dam project 
whose costs amount to more than $600 million and which will help irrigate 
nearly 220,000 hectares of land, which can produce crops that exceed the 
consumption needs of most of the Arab countries. Most of the European 
countries and a number of Arab funds have committed more than $300 million to 
this project. However, I urge the rich Arab countries to increase their 
contribution to this project. We are prepared to set aside lands for the Arab 
countries participating in the project so that they may utilize these lands 
and take their production out without any control or restriction. Somalia's 
land is an Arab land, and we mean what we say. 


(Question] What are the lines you are following to bring Somalia closer to 
the Arab countries linguistically and culturally? 


[Answer] We have embarked on a large-scale Arabization campaign in all parts 
of the country out of our conviction that Somalia belongs to the Arab and 
Islamic culture and that its present and future are tied to the present and 
future of the Arab and Islamic world. This campaign has been received with 

a broad response in Somalia's towns and villages. Arabic is now being taught 
in all the schools and in the country's sole major university. 
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SOUTH AFRICA 


WESTERN WORLD REMINDED OF SIMONSTOWN BASE IMPORTANCE 
Pretoria BEELD in Afrikaans 23 May 84 p 8 
[Editorial: "Simonstown" ] 


[Text] Ever since Britain decided not to use Simonstown as a naval base and 
moreover proceeded to help institute an arms boycott against South Africa the 
Western military power in the southern Atlantic has weakened considerably. 
Even the Falkland War just about began to open up the eyes of the leading 
Western nations to the danger that Russia could fill this vacuun,. 


An alternative for the return of the superpowers to this area would be the 
collaboration of countries like Argentina, Chile, South Africa, Australia and 
New Zealand. Possibly this is what the South African ambassador to Argentina 
had in mind when he said that South Africa could make Simonstown available to 
one or more countries which can contribute to the defense of the South Atlantic 
Ocean and the Cape Sea Route. 


Unfortunately there are many factors working against a collaboration of this 
nature and its expansion to a creation of a "South Atlantic Treaty 
Organization." For political reasons Australia and New Zealand would hardly 
collaborate with South Africa; Argentina is still trying to recover from its 
Falkland escapade and South Africa does not even have the appropriate aircraft 
for patrolling its own coastline anymore. 


Although the countries of the South Atlantic area are naturally serious about 
the defense of their sea routes the leading Western countries should not, in 
their own interest, be standing aside in this request. Just recently they were 
reminded of the vulnerability of their supply routes from the Persian Gulf and, 
to say the least, it is also in the interest of the above mentioned Western 
countries not to be vulnerable in the South Atlantic. 


Nobody could escape from an unstable situation along these sea routes and the 
countries of Western Europe could not do so any more than the countries of the 
South Atlantic area. 
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SOUTH AFRICA 


COMMUNIST POLICY SHIFT EMPHASIZES INTERNAL DISSATISFACTION 
Bloemfontein DIE VOLKSBLAD in Afrikaans 23 Apr 84 p 7 
[Article by the Editorial Staff: "Russians Will Not Give up Their Objectives" ] 


[Text] Johannesburg--Speaking at the Apostolic Mission's Childrens Village 
Minister of Defense Magnus Malan stated that South Africa's peace initiative 
has forced the enemy to alter his time scnedule and tactics; however this does 
not mean that the Russians will be giving up their objectives in the 
subcontinent. 


The campaign of sabotage and terror by the ANC [African National Congress of 
South Africa] will continue even though its efforts will be handicapped by the 
fant that its bases and support in neighboring countries will be denied to it. 
Buc it will continue its efforts at subverting black workers and the 
populations of the national states. 


Disruption 


In time certain black workers will be attempting to cause disruption in 
industries. This will require additional watchfulness and calculated measures 
on the part of the security forces. 


If our own people lack the courage to fight for the preservation of their ideal 
then they cannot expect men and women in uniform to do it for them. It is the 
duty and responsibility of every Christian in South Africa to protect the 
country against the ideologic enemy of Christendon. 


This protective action is not to be taken only in military, economic and 
political areas: Above all it entails the protection and the living up to 
Christian principles and values and the strengthening of personal and religious 
bonds among the Christians of the country. 


The onslaught of communism against the Free World is aimed at the destruction 


of the Church of Christ on Earth and the enslavement of the entire world to 
communist dogma. 
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Nuclear War 


Russia is of necessity afraid of nuclear war and it is for this reason that it 
aims at targets which in its opinion will not lead to intervention by 
superpowers. 


The onslaught being continuously carried out against South Africa is based on 
revolutionary actions in the form of terror along with political and 
psychological propaganda. The differences in the living conditions of the 
various population groups of the country are deliberately being emphasized for 
the purpose of raising the smouldering dissatisfaction to a flashing point. 


Because people are the most important target in’ ‘is onslaught, measures taken 
by the government alone are not enough. Loyalty, dedication and the 
willingness to make sacrifices are necessary on the part of every South 
African. 
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SOUTH AFRICA 


MEDIA ATTACK ON AV SEEN AS COMMUNIST PENETRATION 
Pretoria DIE AFRIKANER in Afrikaans 23 May 84 p 4 
(Editorial: "Red Tactics" ] 


[Excerpts] Ever since no mention of communism has been made in South Africa, 
but rather of Marxism, there has been a growing illusion that there is no more 
communism and there are no more communists in South Africa. Nothing else coul1 
be of more advantage to the communists than this illusion, because communists 
are most influential when they pose as liberals. It has been said before and 
must be repeated again that every communist in South Africa has presented 
himself as a liberal. 


In all the noise and fury over the proceedings attending the establishment of 
the Afrikaner National Guard (AV) the most striking fact has been the uniform 
far-left language used in making the most violent attacks. 


Although the proceedings lasted about 8 hours, a single insignificant incident 
provided the occasion for suddenly making the main theme of reports about the 
AV-congress consonant with Hitler and "jackboct-" and violence. 


But, what was this occasion? It was the presence of a young, inexperienced and 
evidently overzealous student bearing a pistol at his side and standing on the 
platform along with another guard while the leader of his organization was 
speaking. The entire event was conducted in such a flashy and exaggerated lust 
for flare that it must have created a feeling of embarrassment among many of 
those present. Nobody would have thought that this sort of thing was suited 
for the occasion. The judging ability of those responsible for this showing 
could be criticized severely and the AV's leadership could be warned that it 
must be more careful in preventing incidents of this nature. 


However, the ball stops here. Blowing up this incident as the main 
characteristic of the AV-congress is not only irresponsible journalism, but 
also attests to a viciousness which stems out of a leftist hatred for 
nationalism--a hatred shared by liberals and communists. 


The fact that the communists saw in this an opportunity for indulging in their 
standard propaganda was to be expected; but the thing which is rather 
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surprising is the degree of access which recognized communist slogans and 
propaganda techniques have been given in South Africa's Afrikaans publications 
and government controlled media. 


If in South Africa we are deluding ourselves that this sort of thing will not 
happen here it is exactly because, in general, ever since the late sixties, the 
media has deliberately kept quiet and covered up the existence of communism so 
that the communist propaganda onslaught is not being suspected or recognized. 


The Afrikaner nation will have to realize that liberalism does share the 
principles, axioms and sentiments of communism. More often than not Afrikaners 
are against the same persons and things; they have the same enemies, and as is 
often said: whatever the enemy chooses becomes the deciding action for 
determining the nature of the political struggle. Because of the nature of 
their policy liberals must find their allies and sympathizers in the extreme 
left and, in exactly the same manner, they must find their enemies in right 
wing elements among Nationals and conservatives. 


Both liberals and communists hate and fear the Afrikaner National Guard 
because, like every cultural organization it must naturally be anti-liberal and 
anti-communist; therefore, the media proceeds to commit journalistic distortion 
of facts and mutilation of truth in its polemics about the Afrikaner National 
Guard. It is for this reason that the media stifles news and says nothing 
about the fact that a high standing learned man such as Prof Eddie Hamman 
proposed the establishment of the AV, that a noble Afrikaner lady in the person 
of Mrs Betsie Verwoerd associates herself wholeheartedly with the AV, that 
former National Party ministers are joining rank with the AV, that leaders of 
two political parties manned by Afrikaners have also bound themselves to the AV 
and that the AV's appeal and its principles will endure the most critical 
investigation. 


The fact that the National Party and the Progressive Federal Party's spokesmen 
in Parliament are attacking the AV in almost similar sounding terms as in the 
chorus of leftist English and Afrikaans newspapers is a confirmation that the 
Nationalist Party has forsaken its nationalism. Moreover, those cultural 
organizations which are still being led by National Party supporters have 
become mere followers of the liberalist propaganda apparatus. 


The AV's leadership must accept the fact that the struggle is going to be a 
very hard one, because the leftist subversives of culture and nationalism must 
now fight for their lives. But they must also know this: They are the ones 
who started the war and this is something that will not be left unanswered, 
The Afrikaner nation began its march forward on 4 and 5 May. 
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UPPER VOLTA 


RECENT COOPERATION INITIATIVES WITH ALGERIA REPORTED 
Ouagadougou CARREFOUR AFRICAIN in French No 830, 11 May 84 p 15 


[Excerpts] The iron curtain that separated Ouagadougou and Algiers prior to 
the new Upper Volta of 4 August has fallen. For some time, there has been a 
veritable diplomatic ballet between the two cities culminating in the concrete 
cooperation that we are witnessing. From 27 to 29 March 1984 there was the 
meeting in Ouagadougou of a joint Algerian-Upper Voltan commission. 
Previously, a Voltan delegation led by Defense Minister Major Lingani had 
visited Algiers. From 31 March to 4 April the Voltan head of state paid an 
official visit to Algeria. From 15 to 17 April a National Liberation Front 
(FLN) delegation made a working visit to Upper Volta. Finally, the Algerian 
minister of higher education, Abdelhak Bererhi, member of the FLN Central 
Committee, has just visited us from 3 to 6 May leading a delegation. 


If we add to this the two technical stops made by the president of the 
National Council of the Revolution, the head of state in Algeria, in 
traveling to and from the Vittel summit meeting, we can justifiably say that 
Algerian-Voltan relations are going well. Algiers and Ouagadougou remain 
convinced that “unity of revolutionary peoples is the only means to create a 
comon front against imperialism,” to quote the Algerian minister of higher 
education. 


The discussions between the Voltan and Algerian delegations has enabled the 
elaboration of a cooperation action program for the future years, in the 
framework of the guidelines and decisions by the heads of state of the two 
countries and based on the work of the first session of the joint Algerian- 
Voltan commission held in Ouagadougou 28, 29, and 30 March 1984. 


A draft agreement establishing the main directions and possible fields of 
cooperation was signed by the two heads of delegation. 


It was agreed to develop and strengthen the cooperation in higher education 

and scientific and technological research. Upper Volta and Algeria thus 
agreed to grant scholarships for future years as part of multiannual and 
annual programs of training, mainly at first and second level, postgraduate and 
in research. These will be in disciplines such as agronomy, water and forests, 
medical sciences, pharmacy, dental surgery, veterinary sciences, technology 
(engineers and higher technicians), administrative management, teaching and 
Arabic language. 


And this is not all. It was agreed to exchange teachers for permanent 
instruction and/or short- and medium-term missions in fields such as law, 
medical sciences, arts and agronomy. 
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UPPER VOLTA 


CLARIFICATION OF AUGUST REVOLUTION NEEDED 
Ouagadougou CARREFOUR AFRICAIN in French 11 May 84 p 7 


[Editorial by Babou Paulin Bamouni! 


[Text] Any revolution is the result of an alliance of classes in action. The 
revolutionary power leading the revolution is thus based on a coalition, a 
revolutionary coalition established by the masses, that is, the proletariat, 
peasantry, petty bourgeoisie and lumpen proletariat. However, unlike any 
other coalition, the revolutionary coalition usually has a leading body: the 
communftst party, motivated and directed basically by the working class. 


All this is reflected also on the functional level, as in the human body where 
the arms, trunk, and legs constitute an assemblage of parts forming a well- 
harmonized whole for which the head coordinates the actions and movements. 

The efficiency of the body as such is related to obedience to the head by all 
the members. If the arms or the legs come to act independently then the 
general harmony is broken and contradictions appear, thus putting the main 
entity, the body, in a difficult situation. Logic required that despite the 
difference in appearance and proportion between the head and the body members 
there be after all a certain indisputable harmony of the human body as a 
whole. 


Why does this line of thinking relate to our revolution? Simply because our 
revolution is a revolution like all others. Thus, it was carried out on the 
basis of a coalition of classes including all tendencies. Hence, the analogy 
to the different parts of the human body, which in many respects constitute, 
let us say, a coalition of elements for the optimum functioning of the body. 
That is a fact! But like everything, a coalition has advantages and 
disadvantages. Without a genuine coordinator such as the head for the human 
body, a coalition provides limited advantages. It enables, within the 
framework of a revolution, the broadening--often, unfortunately, not a 
qualitative one--of the revolutionary base and provides good prospects for 
general mobilization. However, without a common denominator of action, that 
is, understanding on the fundamental, a coalition produces many 
disadvantages: lack of ideological unity, dispersion of forces or energies, 
mistrust among the coalition members, strugzle for control of power, lack of 
frankness in the struggle along with development of an exaggerated hypocrisy, 
attempts to sabotage the fundamental for the self-interests of the rival 
coalition members, etc.... 








All this has the disadvantage of giving the state authority the appearance of 
being hesitant and uncertain. Also, all who are far from the power or who are 
working at the base level believe they are witnessing disputes or exchange of 
hidden blows that are far from being mobilizing and encouraging factors. 

Then, a shaking of public confidence becomes inevitable, and the wait-and-see 
approach becomes the general practice for many people. 


Has the August revolution totally escaped this situation? Everyone knows the 
current situation at the revolution level. 


{Words missing] where there is a lot of talk behind the scenes about factions 
[?other] than all-sided defense of the revolution, outside the public . 
discourse. Thus, there is contradiction as to the fundamental. In order to 
protect this fundamental, a strong initiative is necessary, or at least a 
clarification is needed, for harmonization of the struggle, in order to 
absolutely avoid exposing the flanx to reaction. Yes, a clarification in 
regard to these questions. Can one serve two masters: the revolution and 
one's faction? Did the factions create the revolution in order to proceed 
alongside it, or in order to better merge into it? Can you pursue the same 
objectives while fighting among yourselves? If there is a hesitation in 
response on the last point, this is because there are protected interests or 
interests to be protected somewhere. Yet, logically, the ideal revolution has 
nothing to protect other than the interests of the people. Yes, further 
clarification regarding the body of the revolution, in which all kinds of 
elements ranging from the Committees for the Defense of the Revolution, the 
so-called “amandes"” [almond flavored], to the relaxed, the uncommitted, and 
others “iu retirement” who dangerously come and go in the revolution; also, 
clarification in the rank and file where indiscipline, casualness, routine and 
lack of awareness continue to prevail in conduct of affairs; and clarification 
also and especially to the left in general so that opportunists will 
definitely stay clear. For the revolution has a horror of proportioning and 
blending in which the hybrid character wins out over the normal. 

Clarification is thus more than simply suggested, despite the fact that this 
is a difficult time. A difficult time because it is the time when, in order 
to preserve the higher interest, brothers, comrades, friends, or allies find 
themselves at knife point. Alas! This is the law of governing and the 
inexorable reason-for-being of a revolution! Should we ignore it? Does being 
in service of this or that individual or “clique” while proclaiming support of 
the revolution constitute service to the revolution? Yet that is the reality! 
Many elements thus need to be put off the train of the revolution. 


In view of the situation, a number of “i's” need to be dotted, for our 
revolution must bind itself with a degree of coherence, which is desired at 
all levels. The clarification initiative is thus one of the things most 
anticipated by the rank and file. 
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UPPER VOLTA 


ANNIVERSARY OF 1983 ANTI-IMPERIALIST ACTIONS COMMEMORATED 
Editorial Comment 


Ouagadougou CARREFOUR AFRICAIN in French 18 May 84 p 3 


[Text] This Issue No 831 of CARREFOUR AFRICAIN is appearing just as the mili- 
tant people of the RDP are commemorating the now historic events of 17, 20 
and 21 May. 


On 17 May 1983, the forces of international imperialism, through the agency of 
the traitorous military in our national army, perpetrated their fascist coup 
d'etat against the progressive faction in the army, and against the people of 
Upper Volta, whose just aspirations were represented by Commander Lingani and 
Captains Sankara, Compaore and Zongo. The arrest of Comrades Lingani and 
Sankara was to lead to the student demonstrations on 20 and 21 May demanding 
their liberation, and was to provoke the popular uprising which led to the 
August revolution. 


For the militant people, 17 and 20 May should be days of recollection and 
review of the combat forces against imperialism. In this issue, CARREFOUR 
AFRICAIN shares the lessons of 17 May with the militant people and with all 
of those throughout the world who are combating arbitrary action and interna- 
tional imperialism. 


Council of Ministers Meeting 


Ouagadougou CARREFOUR AFRICAIN in French 18 May 84 p 6 





[Excerpt] With Commander Abdoul Salam Kabore, a pharmacist and minister of 
health, presiding initially, in the absence of the president of the National 
Council of the Revolution (CNR), Captain Thomas Sankara, the chief of state, 
the Council of Ministers devoted itself in varticular, at its 16 May meeting, 
to a draft decree pertaining to rates for documents, the medical profession, 
hospital establishments and health units in Upper Volta. 


The minister of health will shortly announce details concerning this important 
social measure to be adopted by the revolutionary government in the health sector. 
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The Council of Ministers then studied the program for the first anniversary of 
the anti-imperialist campaign in May 1983 on the part of our young people, with 
a view to stressing yet once again the full political importance which should 


henceforth be assigned to these days in the 4 August revolution. 


As a result, at its 16 May session, the Council of Ministers, in confirmation 
of its 9 May decision on youth day, decided to declare 20 May Anti-Imperialist 
Youth Day. 


Thus 20 May will henceforth be a great holiday for the people of Upper Volta, 
commemorating the militant and anti-imperialist actions of its young people. 


The Council of Ministers of the 16 May 1983 revolutionary government instructed 
the minister of youth and sports, who demonstrated the capacity for organiza- 
tion in the course of the seminar and meeting on youth organized in Bobo- 
Dioulasso in May of 1983, to organize, working with the national secretary 
general of the CDR [Committees for the Defense of the Revolution], the 20 May 
1984 anti-imperialist celebration, giving it all the political importance and 
content merited by this historic anniversary. 


This historic campaign marked the beginning of the popular resistance movement 
against the puppet regime of Jean-Baptiste Ouedraogo and Yorian Gabriel Some, 
and also the beginning of the end of the joyous reign of the right-wing and 
all the reactionaries in Upper Volta. 


Historical and Political Import 
Ouagadougou CARREFOUR AFRICAIN in French 18 May 84 p 7 
{Editorial by Babou Paulin Bamouni|] 


[Text] When, following the great betrayal of 17 May, youthtook the city by 

storm on the morning of 20 May, to demonstrate their indigration and to demand 
the unconditional release of Captain Thomas Sankara and Commander Jean-Baptiste 
Lengani, few people perceived the historic and political import of this action. 


For many citizens who became spectators that day of the performance which only 
true patriots were able to assign its just value, this was only a diversion 
propagated by elements in the lumpenproletariat in the capital. In the view 
of others, it was students, playing hooky from school for their amusement. 

As to the reactionary authorities of that era, despite the political myopia 
which had always characterized them, they sensed the importance of this action. 
They thus felt themselves threatened, because this action, with its clear 
message, represented the beginning of a process which would take them far. 
Implicit in it were the signs of the erosion of their reactionary power. As 
foreseen in the laconic statements they themselves issued, the situation they 
feared quickly deteriorated: panic in the exercise of state power, adoption 
of anarchic and contradictory decisions, abandonment of the state apparatus, 
lack of organization, obvious failure to control the regime and the people, 
and finally, the gradual isolation of one man--Jean-Baptiste Ouedraogo, who 





had become a political scarecrow which the French imperialists tried to stuff 
with straw, to give him form. 


It was the beginning of a process, for on 20 May the moment arrived for a 
mobilization with a name--the popular resistance. All of those who had 
quickly understood the political significance of this campaign rapidly mobil- 
ized their forces to take a position. On the evening of that day, the first 
patriotic weapons to emerge were the tracts urging struggle and resistance. 
The appeal was heeded and the echoes reverberated everywhere. This day thus 
became a symbol allowing all those who were unable to choose their camp on 

17 May to do so, even clearly and with commitment, on this occasion. 


The political separation had occurred, making it possible to say who was who. 
Thus there was no longer room for doubt about the nature of the enemy confron- 
ted. 


The historic and political import of this day needs no further explanation, to 
the extent that it represented a catalyst for our August revolution and an act 
of bravery on the part of our young people who, after our neo-colonial history, 
have always engaged in actions characterized by brilliance and determination 
in defense, each time, of the interests of the people. There is also a his- 
toric aspect because this day represented a veritable turning point in our 
political history and a victory to be chalked up to the credit of the people of 
Upper Volta in their advance toward a better life. To an equal extent, 20 

May was political, because of its anti-imperialist and profoundly patriotic 
nature; the search for justice; the political lesson it taught the entire 
people, by forcing each individual to choose his camp; the instant upsets of 
the state apparatus to which it led; the political courage which motivated 
many militants, both civilian and military, in remaining faithful to their 
Side; and above all the social status of the authors of this action, etc. 

All of these things gave this 20 May performance its historic and political 
nature, which it is entirely justified to celebrate today as such. 


For our youth the phrase fer de lance of the nation is one which fits well. 
Excluded from the management of public affairs by the reactionary regimes and 
the backward forces motivated by the spirit of gerontocracy, the young people 
of Upper Volta have suffered from this neglect, despite the proof provided of 
their political commitment and their clear will to conduct the affairs of 
their country to a proper conclusion with foresight. Thus it must be recog- 
nized that the political and social struggles of our young people have always 
been brilliant. 


In fact, the youthof Upper Volta, by its capacity for political analysis, its 
dynamism and its determined courage, has proved and, within the framework of 
our revolution, is proving today that it is capable of guiding not only the 
country in the proper direction, but an entire revolution as well, undertaking 
the necessary actions in the interests of an entire people with discrimination. 


In making 20 May Anti-Imperialist Youth Day, the revolution is doing justice 
to our young people, who were long considered by those in control of the 
reactionary regimes as a social stratum mainly characterized by frivolity, 
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lack of awareness and political immaturity. This was a normal thing for them, 
because it suited the political logic of those individuals. 


Today, the revolution has found in our young people a support and a base for 
action, which it needs to transform into a springboard for mobilizing all of 
the people with a view to the proud building of this country which this youth 
plans to defend inch by inch with determination against the imperialists. 
Today as yesterday, the youth of Upper Volta is committed to taking up this 
challenge. Thus it merits the confidence of the people on more than one count. 


5157 
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UPPER VOLTA 


BRIEFS 


AESVUS SUPPORTS CNR--the Association of Upper Voltan Socialist Students in the 
Soviet Union (AESVUS) sent two motions to the authorities in Upper Volta at 
the conclusion of its congress in Kharkov on 6 February. One of the motions 
pertains to support of the CNR [National Council of the Revolution], while the 
other denounces counter-revolutionary maneuvers. The support motion praises 
the actions of the CNR and its forward looking vision concerning the building 
of the RDP through the very creation of the CNR, the CDR [Committees for the 
Defense of the Revolution], a revolutionary army and provincial governments. 
The denunciation motion, for its part, refers to the counter-revolutionary 
sabotage activities of Lonkou Olivier Kini and Athanase Nanema, former ambas- 
sador and former first advisor at our embassy in the USSR, respectively, who 
are said to be responsible for the death of an Upper Voltan student, whom 

they would not allow to be taken to Paris. Similarly, they concealed the 

news of the official decision of the CNR to establish a revolutionary solidar- 
ity fund to purchase food for the people affected by drought, and they even 
refused to accept the contributions made by students who learned of it unofti- 
cially. The AESVUS, which is urging the people to be vigilant where Lonkou 
Olivier Kini and Athanase Nanema are concerned, is appealing to its militants 
who are members of the CDR to contribute their 2,000 francs. [Text] 
[Ouagadougou CARREFOUR AFRICAIN in French 18 May 84 p 6] 5157 


SOVIET FILM WEEK--The Soviet film week that opened on 4 May was officially 
closed by Minister of Information Adama Toure. This week gave the public of 
the capital the opportunity to become familiar with Soviet cinema and, through 
it, the Soviet people. The enthusiasm with which most of the films were 
received demonstrated that the Voltan people have no unfavorable prejudice 
toward the Soviet people. This was noted with great satisfaction by the 
director of the Soviet cultural center, who in his closing address expressed 
hope that the relations between Upper Volta and the USSR will further 
strengthen, particularly in the fi.m field. Three among the 10 films 
presented will receive public attention: the famous films “Six July,” "A Novel 
of Duty,” and “Lenin in October.” The Upper Volta of 4 August, having decided 
to revolutionize its film industry, has done well to introduce to the people 
Cuban and now Soviet films, which are still both among the better teachers. 
This was emphasized in Minister of Information Adama Toure's closing speech. 
The minister stated that Voltan films should also reflect the social situation 
in our country and serve as an instruxent of popular mobilization. There is 
no doubt that the Voltan filmmakers who attended this Soviet film week will 
have realized this. [Excerpts] [Ouagadougou CARREFOUR AFRICAIN in French No 
830, 11 May 84 p 11] 9920 
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